THE JEWISH YEAR SEEN THROUGH ITS MONTHS

SEASONS OF THE MOON

The Month of Tishrei

Tishrei / 5757 September 14 - October 13, 1996

THIS MONTH’S SIGN
LIBRA / THE SCALES

he seventh is always holy. The seventh

day is Shabbat, the seventh year is

Shemitta, the Sabbatical Year. So too,

the seventh month — Tishrei — is sane-
tified with more commands and festivals than any
other month.

The sign of the month of Tishrei — Libra — is
called in Hebrew “Moznaim” which literally means
“balances”. It's not difficult to see the connection
between the symbol of the balances and the month of
Tishrei, for the first day of Tishrei is Rosh Hashana
— a day when the future
of the world and all
its inhabitants literal- .
ly Ilanés in the balanece.
The \
(Maimonides) _
that a person should
see himsell, and the /
whole world, as l)eing

Raml) am

writes

on a knife edge, pre- /
cisely and exquis- /
itely balanced —
half meritorious and
half culpable. If he does
one sin, he tips the balance of his own

life and that Of tlle whole world to tlle nega-

tive side. However, with just one mitzvah, he

can alter the balance 0[ his

life and that of the whole

world to the side of bless- Harlging in ﬂle Balarlce

ing and life!

A 49 FODURFEAST]

an you imagine what it must be like for Yom

I(ippur, the Day of Atonement, to last two

days? For most ol us 25 hours of lasting is

duite enough. But during the Second World
War, there were people who fasted for 49 hours — two
days of Yom Kippur!

When the Germans invaded Eastern Europe during
the Second World War, the Mir Yeshiva made a miracu-
lous escape across Furope and Asia to Kobe in Japan.
However, when the Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe)
approached, they were faced with a dilemma...

Continued over

ANY OLD
RUBBISH

b [ you think about it, the
/I[N Isucc&lj is a peculiar thing.
We take great pains to

deck out the succah so that it
becomes our home away
from home. We take into
it our finest tableware and
furnishings. We bedeck

it like a princess with all
~ manner of jewelry and
And yet
look up at the roof and

L
decoration.

what do you see?
Rubbish. Dead palm
fronds. “The chaff of the vineyar(l and the granary.”

It's difficult for us to visualize spiritual real-
ities. We know that on Yom Kippur, il we merit it, all
our sins have been forgiven. We emerge from shul as
white as snow (and not from lack
of food!)

In the four days between
Yom I(ippur and Succot, we rush
around building our succot and

getting our arba minim (lour

Continued over




A 49 HOUR FasTl...

SEASONS OF THE MOON

Up till the time of Hillel II, the date of the festivals,
pesacll, Shavuot, Succot and Rosh Hashana were estab-
lished via testimony based on the sighting of the new
moon. The new month was declared in Jerusalem, and it
would take many days for the news to reach the furthest
outposts of Jewish settlement. Those outlying communi-
ties would observe two days of Pesach and Succot ete., and
thus they would be sure of observing the festival on the
correct day, no matter which day had been sanctified in
Jerusalem as the new moon.

Until the era of the two great Talmudie sages Abaye
and Rava, the months were still established l)y sighting.
However, from their time onwar(l,
the date of the New Moon was
established l)y calculations alone.
These computations were given to
Moses at Sinai, and provide(l {.or the
fixing of the l)eginning of cach
month throughout the possible span
Thus all the

lcnglhs 0[ all fulurc months in exile

of world hislory.

were now lixed.

So way is then that if you re in
New York or London or Paris,
you're still keeping two days of
Yom Tov? If the calendar is fixed
and we know exaclly which day is

Yom Tov and which isn’t, why can’t

ANY OLD RUBBISH...

species). Our involvement in these
activilies guards us [rom sin. We know

that Hashem has forgiven us, that the

VIEW

FROM THE

Eyes,
[ooking upward
The sky),
wbee[ing above my beab
Stars,
winking through fronds of palm
The wino
rustling the night-time silence.

Tomorrow — with the dawn
Tomorrow — tbe;g will be togetber

we all keep just one day?

The answer is that our Sages made a law that we
should continue to observe the two days of Yom Tov as was
the custom of our forefathers.

However, when our Sages mandated the continued
observance of the two-day Yom Tov in the Diaspora as a
continuation of the traditions of our forebears, they delib-
erate]y omitted a two-day Yom I(ippur because it would
be (langerous for some people to fast for such a long peri-
od.

However, the Mir Yeshiva in Kobe was face(] with a
different situation: The omission of the Sages’ decree to
fast two days of Yom Kippur was
because we are certain on which day
Yom Kippur oceurs. However,
Japan is elose to the International
Date Line, (a Ionéitudina] line
which lies 180° from Greenwich)

and thus there was a real doubt as

to which Jay it was. For this reason,
there were those of the Mir Yeshiva
who lell compelled to fasl lor two
clays. And even others who were less
strong, while lhcy could not observe
the fasl itscll-, commemorated all the
other aspects of this holiest (lay(s) of
the year.

This is a very difficult concept for us
to grasp, and maybe even as we sit in our

succol, we may feel a twinge ol sadness.

slate has been wipe(l clean...but where Tomorron. Where are all my mitzvot?
are all our mitzvot? Tbe fOl/ﬂ’ cormners O)( tbe WOT{D It is at that moment we can look up
Our negative actions have been W1“ be Oz and see a perfect visual-aid representation

erased, but that Just leaves us with a
blank white sheet of paper. Where are
all the mitzvot that should have been

Lulav. Etrog. Hadass. Avava.

of sins l)eing turned into mitzvot. The
schach — the rubbish which is the ceiling

of our suceah — is the succah’s essential

written on our report cards?
When a person does tesbuva, when he returns to Hashem
out of love, not only are his sins forgiven, but tlley are turned

into mitzvot!

part. Waste and rubbish has been turned into a mitzvah of
incomparable spiritual beauty, outshining by [ar the bright-
est decoration and adornment. Now we can understand.
Through teshuva that comes from lovc, we have turned our

‘rubbish’, our sins, into mitzvot.
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