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Don’t Mention My
Name

orach the son of Yitzhar the son

of Kehas, the son of Levi”
(Bamidbar 16:1). Levi was the
son of Yaakov. When the
Torah lists Korach’s lineage,
it stops at Levi and does not
mention  Yaakov. Why?
Korach occupies an infamous
place in Jewish history. He
was the first Jew to challenge
the Gadol HaDor (Torah leader of
the generation). Until then it was
unthinkable to question the
authority of a Torah leader.
Then Korach rose against Moshe
Rabbeinu. The respect and awe
of Torah leadership  was
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(stricken). “Kuf” is for kellalah (a curse).
“Taf” is for toeivah (abomination). Argu-
ment brings beating, anger, plague, curse,
and abomination upon a person. Let us use
our imagination for a minute. Imagine that
you were about to go to a new
school. The teachers seemed nice.
The building was nice. The
students seemed friendly. You
asked a few more questions
and found out that terrible
things were happening in that
school. There were beatings,
sickness, and curses. Terrible
sins  were being committed.
Would you go to that school? Of
course not. You would stay as far
away from it as possible. We
must stay as far away from
machlokes as we would from

breached. The honor accorded
to our Gedolim would never be
the same. Rashi inform us that
Yaakov did not want his name
mentioned in reference to the
terrible machlokes of Korach.
Therefore, he asked Hashem to

hid

that school.
The  commentary of the
Maharzav (Rav Zev  Wolf

Einhorn) on the Medrash spells
the word machlokes backward
with a word for each letter.
“Tachlis Rilyon liolam chalukah
mavie” (Argument’s purpose is
to bring destruction to the

have mercy on him and leave
his name out of Korach’s lineage.

Kinderlach . . .

Do you see how far we have to
distance ourselves from
machlokes? Yaakov Avinu lived

mw

world).
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Now you see how terrible an
argument really is. When you find
yourself disagreeing with someone
you must ask yourself, “Is this

four generations before Korach.
He was not involved in the
machlokes in any way
whatsoever. Still, he did not
even want his name mentioned
in the same breath as that of
Korach. That is an indication of
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argument really worth it? What
are we really arguing about
anyway? Is it that important? Even
if it is important, is there another
way to settle it besides arguing?”
You might think that you will win
the argument. There is only one

how disastrous machlokes is. We
must all do our best to avoid needless
machlokes at all costs. Especially among
our family, neighbors, and classmates.
Machlokes can destroy every good thing
in your life. Don’t let it happen to you.

It Always Spells
Trouble

How do you spell machlokes (argu-

ment)? The Medrash Rabba (Bamidbar
18:12) relates five points, one for each
letter of the word machlokes, that show
how terrible an argument really is. “Mem”
is for makko (a beating). “Ches” is for
charon (wrath). “Lamed” is for likuy

winner in an argument. The Yetzer
Hara. Everyone else loses.

“The Gemora (Sanhedrin 109-110) ex-
plains how On Ben Peles’ wife saved him
from the death of Korach’s group. She
reasoned with him, ‘“Why join Korach in
this machlokes? If Moshe wins, you will
follow him. If Korach wins, you can fol-
low him.” On Ben Peles, however, could
not follow her advice because he had
already joined the deliberations, and had
sworn to come if they called him.”

“Oy vey. What did his wife do to save
him?”

“She knew that Korach’s men would not
approach a woman who was not tsnuah
(properly clothed). She gave her husband
wine until he became drunk. She then sat
at the entrance of the tent and let down
her hair. Anyone who came to call her
husband saw her, would not approach
her, and turned back.”

“What an Aishes Chayil!”

“She was a special woman. Korach’s wife,
on the other hand, incited him to start
the rebellion that caused his destruction.
‘Look at what Moshe did!’ she exclaimed.
‘He became the king. Then he made his
brother the high priest, and his nephews
the deputy priests. He ruled that trumah
must be given to the priests, and the
Leviim must give one tenth of their
maaser to the priests. He shaved all of the
hair off of your body and mocked you as
if you were crazy.’””

“What she did was terrible, Avil”

“Right, Chaim. Korach listened to her,
and began his slide down to the pit of
infamy.”

“A good wife can save her husband’s life,
and a bad one can ruin it.”

“Right. May we all merit marrying good
wives.”

“Amen.”

A Good Wife

n

Chaim, | have great news — a simcha
in our family!”
“What is it, Avi?”
“My brother got engaged today!”
“Mazel tov! That is wonderfull 1 am sure
that his kallah is a genuine Aishes Chayil
(Woman of Valor).”
“B’ezras Hashem, Chaim. We were just
learning about the subject of good and
bad wives in our parashas ha’shavuah
class. We have examples of both in the
story of Korach.”
“Please tell me about it.”
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Bas Yisrael (Daughter of Israel) — what is
your goal in life? To be an Aishes Chayil.
While you are single, perfect your middos
(character traits) and become the warm
and caring person that a good young man
will want to marry. Choose a wonderful
husband and help him grow to become a
big tsaddik!

Young man, what is your goal in life? To
marry an Aishes Chayil and treat her like a
queen. While you are single, perfect your
middos (character traits) and become the
refined person that an Aishes Chayil will
want to marry. Choose a wonderful wife
and be kind to her in every possible way.
You will both grow and reach the highest
spiritual heights. May you all merit building
a bayis ne’eman (faithful home) b’Yisrael.
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