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Patashas Shemos
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Derech Eretz

]
_H; saw and behold the bush was

burning with fire, but it was not con-
sumed” (Bereshis 3:2). Why did Hashem
choose to reveal Himself to Moshe in this
manner? He could have just called to
Moshe directly. Rav Shach relates that
Hashem is teaching us a lesson in derech
eretz (proper behavior). Moshe Rabbeinu
was in the midst of working for Yisro,
tending his sheep. Hashem did not wish
to interrupt Moshe while he was work-
ing. First, He showed him something that
might draw his attention. Only after
Moshe stopped what he was doing, did
Hashem call him.

ﬂink about this a second. Hashem is

the Supreme Being, Creator, and Master
of the universe. He wished to appoint
Moshe Rabbeinu to the position of leader
of Klal Yisrael, to take them out of Mitz-
raim. This was an important job, perhaps
the most significant leadership position in
history. Did Hashem need to wait for
anyone? Of course not! Yet, He did not
want to distract Moshe from what he was
doing. What a lesson in how to treat oth-
ers!
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“The teacher is here now. Didn’t you
want to ask her something?” “I did but she
is speaking with someone.” “So what? You
have to be bold. Go over to her and ask
your question. She does not have to an-
swer you, but at least you can ask. Look at
how much time you will save.” Miri thinks
about this, but decides that interrupting
the teacher would show chutzpah (impu-
dence). She walks over and waits patiently
until the teacher is finished speaking.
“Miri, you have such derech eretz! It is a

father-in-law, Yisro. He saw a bush burn-
ing, but the fire did not consume the
bush. “I will turn aside now and look at
this great sight” (Shemos 3:3). How much
did he turn aside? Rebbe Yochanan says
that he walked three steps. Reish Lakish
says that he did not walk but he inclined
his neck. “Hashem saw that he turned

aside to see; and He called out to him
from the bush and said, ‘Moshe, Moshe.’”
(Shemos 3:4).

KQ

aJr sages are teaching us that “turning

to see” was an act of drawing closer to
Hashem, which immediately made Moshe
worthy of receiving prophecy. How
much or little he approached was irrele-
vant. The mere act of turning was
enough, because Hashem’s Presence fills
the entire universe. He is waiting to draw
close to those who turn to Him.
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pleasure to talk with you.” )

Make The Effort

_Ha—ishem is close to all who call upon

Him” (Tehillim 145:18). How close is
Hashem? Rav Shach relates an insight in
his sefer, “A Beacon of Light” which
shows just how close He really is. Moshe
Rabbeinu was tending the sheep of his

come close to you.
\_
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Getting close to Hashem is our whole
purpose in life. If we turn toward Him, He
will draw close to us. Did you eat a deli-
cious apple today? Stop for a moment.
Turn aside. Think. Where did that apple
come from? Who created it? Who made it
so delicious, so beautiful, and so good for
you? Who else but Hashem could possibly
create such a wondrous thing? Look in the
mirror and smile. What a beautiful face!
Who could possibly create such beautiful
features with all of the skin and muscles
working together to create that lovely
smile. Only One. Take the time to stop.
Think. Turn aside toward Him. He will

Believe It

.
Iwill send you to Pharaoh to take My

people out of Mitzraim.” “Go, gather the
elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘... |
shall bring you up from the affliction of
Mitzraim to the land of Canaan ...
“They will not believe me” (Shemos 3:10-
4:1). This seems like a perfectly justifiable
claim. Yet, the Medrash calls these words
loshon hora, and Moshe Rabbeinu is held
accountable for them. The Chofetz Chaim
explains that Moshe should have said,
“Perhaps they will not believe me.” In-
stead, he doubted their emunah. This led
to many problems. It may have caused
Korach, many years later, to raise doubts
about Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecy. It
caused Moshe’s staff to turn into a snake.
That cunning creature was the first one in
history to speak loshon hora. The staff
was close at hand. This teaches us that
The Almighty does not look far to find a
means to punish loshon hora. It can come
from an object that is in our hands. The
staff appeared harmless, yet it turned into
a deadly snake. So too, loshon hora ap-
pears harmless, but can be as lethal as the
snake.

“~
Stretch out your hand and grasp its

tail” (4:4). This hints to the fact that the
punishment will not end until we accept
it. “He stretched out his hand and
grasped it, and it became a staff in his
palm (4:4).” As soon as a person accepts
the suffering that comes from loshon
hora, his heavenly punishment is re-
moved.
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We see how every word that we say is
heard and judged. If we say good things
like Divrei Torah, prayers, words of ap-
preciation, love, and chizuk (strength) to
others, we will be rewarded. If we say
loshon hora, Heaven forbid, the punish-
ment can be fatal and close at hand.
“They will not believe me,” said Moshe
Rabbeinu. Loshon hora like that can really
hurt you. Believe it.
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