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Send it Down

(1
Would you like something more to

eat?”

“Thank you but | am so full.”

“Please. How about another piece of
pie?”

“It really was delicious.”

“Settled. Here is your pie.”

“That is very interesting, Abba, but how is
it related to the poor people who eat at
our table?”

“Our shulchan serves a different function.
In the times of the Mishkan, Avi, the Miz-
beach (Altar) atoned for the sins of a per-
son. A sinner would bring a korbon (sacri-
fice) on the Mizbeach and receive a ka-
pora (atonement). Nowadays, we have
no Mizbeach, so a man’s table provides
atonement. When he generously serves
poor people, the food

“There is something
that you can do for
me.”

“Mr. Gibber, you are so generous. How
can | ever repay you?”

\
“What is it? My f‘
pleasure. Anything that ﬁ 3
you ask.” e
“You can come back
and eat with me again
tomorrow.”
“What?!? That is not

repayment. That is just
taking more food from

is like a korbon.”

“That is why vyou
always invite the guests
back.”

“Yes, Avi. Rabbeinu
Bechaye relates a
minhag (custom) in Old
France. People would
make their aron (coffin)
from the wood of their
table. This was to
demonstrate that a man

you.”
“Please Mr. Evyon. | will not take no for
an answer.”

“Well, if you insist.”

“l do.”

“Okay.”

With that, Mr. Evyon leaves Mr. Gibber’s
home. His young son is a bit puzzled.

“Abba, we have many poor people eat at
our table. You always feed them well and
treat them like kings. Then, when they
ask if they can repay you, you always
invite them back. Why?”

“l am glad that you put that question on
the table, Avi. Because the answer really
has to do with the table.”

“Sounds mysterious, Abba.”

“It isn’t Avi. I'll explain.”

(14
In the beginning, Hashem created this

physical world yesh may’ayin (something
from nothing). That was a one-time event
in history. Since then, when Hashem
wants to send blessing to this world in the
form of gashmius (physical prosperity) it
must be yesh may’yesh (something from
something).”

“The blessings must have something to
carry them?”

“Very good, Avi. In the times of the
Mishkan, that vehicle was the shulchan
(table).”

“The Torah speaks about the shulchan in
this week’s parasha.”

“Yes, Avi. Rabbeinu Bechaye points out
that the root of the word shulchan is the
same as the word shaliach (a messenger).
The Shulchan was Hashem’s messenger to
send His blessings down to this world. He
blessed the Lechem HaPanim that rested
on the Shulchan. The Kohanim would eat
from it, be satisfied, and the blessing
would spread to all the food of the
world. In this way everyone would be
satisfied with the food they ate.”

: Kinderlach . . .

: Someday you will get married and move
into your own home. Make sure you have :
! anice, big table. One with plenty of room }
i for guests. The Gemora (Berachos 54b)

: states that one who lengthens his table

i (and serves many guests) lengthens his

t days and years. The Shulchan in the Mish-
1 kan was the vehicle of blessing for the

+ world. Our shulchan is the source of

: atonement and long life. Treat it with the
i respect that it deserves. It is much more

: that a piece of furniture. It is a holy place
:, of mitzvos, atonement, and long life.

takes nothing with him
from this world except the tsedaka that
he gave and the food he served to others
on his table.”

“Wow. When | put that question on the
table, | got much more of an answer than
| bargained for. Our table is an important
piece of furniture.”

“May it always be filled with blessing.”

Inside and Out

44
And so we see that this p’shat in

Rashi can answer the thirteen questions
that we asked from these seven Gemo-

»

ras.

The talmidim look at each other in
amazement.

“That shiur (lecture) was absolutely bril-
liant.”

“l agree. It was a masterpiece. The Rebbe
is a true talmid chochom in every sense of
the word. We have not discovered any
subject in Torah that he does not know
fluently.”

“It’s no wonder. He learns day and night.
He delves into every gemora deeply and
reviews it many, many times.”

“l have another way to identify him as a

i Kinderlach . . .

: Growing up to be a talmid chochom is a
i lofty goal in life. You should merit achiev-
i ing it. As you know, much serious learning :
i is required. Just as important is the work

i on perfecting ones middos. Patience,

i mercy, Rindness, perseverance, under-

i standing, seriousness, as well as many :
: other middos all require effort to improve. :
i That is part of growing in Torah. A true %
: talmid chochom is as brilliant in his mid-

: dos as he is in his Torah knowledge. Be-

i come a real talmid chochom - inside and

1 out. :

true talmid chochom.”

“What is that?”

“He has exemplary middos (character
traits). He is so patient with all of the
talmidim (students). Although they are far
below his level in Torah learning, he takes
the time to patiently explain even the
simplest points to them.”

“Now that you mention it, | notice other
outstanding middos. He is warm and
friendly to everyone, greeting them with a
smile. He is so reserved, never asserting his
authority or flaunting his greatness. Even
his movements are so gentle and thought
out. He carries himself so humbly.”

(14
He is like the Aron Kodesh!”

“What an unusual statement. Why do
you say that? And furthermore, what do
his good middos have to do with his be-
ing a talmid chochom?”

“The two questions have one answer.
Look in the parasha, where the Torah
describes the Aron Kodesh. ‘You shall
make the aron of shittim wood...and you
shall coat it with pure gold outside and
inside’ (Shemos 25:10,11).”

“One minute. | understand the reason for
the outside coating of pure gold. It will
beautify the Holy Ark. However, why
does the inside have to be gold? No one
ever sees that.”

“Brilliant! The Gemora (Yuma 72b) ad-
dresses this point. ‘Any talmid chochom
whose inside is not like his outside is not
a talmid chochom.” What are the inside
and outside referring to? The Keli Yakar
on the parasha elaborates. Those who
learn Torah must take special care to pu-
rify their hearts. Hashem Alone can look
into a person’s heart. A person must sin-
cerely become an embodiment of the
wisdom that he learns. That is a truly wise
man, a genuine talmid chochom.”

“l see. One’s thoughts, emotions, and
actions must be as well thought out as his
Torah learning. Giving a brilliant shiur is
only part of the story. One must be bril-
liant in his middos also.”

“Well said. We should all become living
examples of the Aron Kodesh — inside and
out.”

“Amen.”
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