Kinder Torah.

Parashas Pikudei

a

Remember the
Eighteen
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Abba. can you please help me with

my homework assignment?”

“My pleasure, Chaim.”

“We have a difficult question to work on.
We are learning about the weekly Amida
prayer. We call it Shemoneh Esray be-
cause it originally consisted of eighteen
berachos. The question is: why were
there eighteen berachos? Is there some
significance to the number eighteen?”
“That is an excellent and thought provok-
ing question, Chaim.”

“The Rebbe said that our Sages answer
this question when commenting on a
verse in this week’s parasha.”

“In that case, let us open up the ‘Torah
Temima’ Chaim. The author, Rav Boruch
HalLevi Epstein from Pinsk collected all of
the Gemoras and other works of our
sages relevant to the verses in the Torah.”
“Look, Abba! He quotes the Gemora
Yerushalmi (Berachos 4:3) on
the second verse of the
parasha!” &
“l see, Chaim. ‘Every
day, a man prays
eighteen blessings. Why
eighteen? Rav Shmuel Ber
Nachmani says in the name of
Rebbe Yochanan, “The eighteen
blessings correspond to the eighteen
commands in the parasha of Mishkan
Sheini.™”

“That answer itself raises a few questions,
Abba.”

(44
Yes, it does need some explanation,

Chaim. The Torah Temima gives us the
background. The eighteen commands are
the eighteen verses that end with the
words, ‘As Hashem had commanded
Moshe.” The Torah describes a portion of
the work of the Mishkan, and then ends
with the statement that Betzalel and Oho-
liav did everything as Hashem had com-
manded Moshe.”

“What is Mishkan Shenei, Abba?”

“The Mishkan of Parashas Pikudei, Chaim.
The first reference in the Torah to the
building of the Mishkan is in Parashas
Trumah. That is called Mishkan Rishon.
Our parasha, the second description of
the work of the Mishkan, is called Mish-

kan Shenei.”

“l see, Abba. The Torah makes the state-
ment ‘as Hashem had commanded
Moshe’ eighteen times in Mishkan
Shenei.”

“Right, Chaim.”

“Still, Abba, we need to know what is the
connection between this and the eighteen
blessings.”

: Kinderlach . . .

i What can we do to receive a kapora for
our aveyros? The first step is, of course,

i teshuva. Even after a person has done
teshuva, some aveyros also require the

: kapora of a korbon. How can we receive
i that kapora to cleanse our neshamos

i when we have no Beis HaMikdash? By
praying properly. Our sages teach us that
i prayers are our substitute for korbonos.
The eighteen blessings remind us of the

i Mishkan and its Rorbonos. Keep this in ;
mind kinderlach, when you are praying. It :
: will undoubtedly help your kavannah,
and the effectiveness of your prayers. May :
i we soon have the opportunity to offer up }
i real korbonos in the next Beis HaMikdash! :

(13
Yes, Chaim, the Torah Temima con-

tinues by explaining that the Mishkan and
its successors, the two Bottei Mikdash,
provided kaporos (atonement) for the
Jewish people. The korbonos (sacrifices)
that were offered there forgave the sins
of the Jewish people. With the destruc-
tion of the second Beis HaMikdash, this
zechus was taken away from us.”

“Oy vey vey vey, Abba! What can we do
to get a kapora for our sins?”

“Hashem gave us a replacement, Chaim.
It is called tefillah (prayer). The central
point of the weekday tefillah is the Ami-
dah — Shemoneh Esray. The Anshei Kineses
Hagedola (Men of the Great Assembly)
authored this prayer, as well as all of our
blessings and prayers. They fixed the
number of blessings in the Amidah at
eighteen to remind us that our prayers are
a substitute for the offerings that were
brought in the Mishkan and Bottie Mik-
dash. The eighteen blessings correspond-
ing to the eighteen commands in the
building of the Mishkan.”

“Wow, Abba! You have
changed my whole
perspective  of

the Amidah
prayer. Instead

of being just
praise, requests,

and thanks to
Hashem, I now

understand that it is like
korbonos! My tefillah has the power to
bring a kapora, just as the korbon chattos
did! The korbon tomid forgave the sins of
all Klal Yisrael. So can I! | am going to
pray with a new kavannah (intention)
Abba! | am going to offer up my tefillah
like a korbon!”

“May Hashem accept and answer all of
your tefillos, Chaim.”

“Amen!”

Who’s Counting?

14
Do you have everything that you will

need?”
“I'm not sure. Let’s go through the check-
list again.”

Slowly they go down the list together,
checking off every item.

“Everything is in order. You are now
ready to leave on your mission. Remem-
ber, when you are finished you will have
to return back here and give an account-
ing of everything that you were given to
use on your mission.”

“l understand.”

“You should have much success. May
Hashem be with you.”

He makes his way down the narrow tun-
nel until he is out of sight. When he
reaches the other end of the tunnel, two
hands gently pull him out.

“Mazel tov! Mazel tov! Your wife has just
given birth to a baby boy.”

R R D 500

4
These are the accounts of the Mishkan

(Tabernacle)” (Shemos 38:21). The Torah
proceeds to give an exact accounting of
all the gold, silver, and copper that was
used in the building of the Mishkan. Why
was this accounting necessary? Rav Moshe
Feinstein answers that the Torah is teach-
ing us a very important lesson. A person
must give an accounting of everything
that Hashem has given to him. What did
he do with the precious time that Hashem
gave him on this earth? Did he learn To-
rah and do mitzvos? Or did he waste his
time on frivolities. What did he do with
the livelihood that Hashem gave him?
Did he give tsedaka? Was he blessed with
good health? Intelligence? Skills? What
did he do with all of these gifts? A person
should not think that he can do whatever
he pleases. He will have to give an ac-
counting for everything.

Kinderlach . . .

i We are on a mission called life. Hashem

i gave us many things to use on this mission.
i He has a checRlist of everything. He wants
the best for us, therefore, He gave us the

t Torah which instructs us how to use every-
i thing. When we follow its instructions we
¢ will be the best that we can be. Did you

i learn well today? Or did you waste your

: time spent in school. Did you thank Imma
for preparing a delicious meal for you? Or
: did you let the opportunity to express your
: gratitude slip by. Did you give tsedakato
i the poor man who was collecting? Did you :
i eat good healthy food that will make you
i stronger and healthier? Or did you waste
your appetite on junk food. Hashem is

: keeping count of everything that you do.
: He wants you to give a good accounting.
i This will earn something very special for

.
.,
o,

you . . .a good name.
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