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Topple the Mighty
Cedars

({4
ne Children of Israel cried out to

Hashem (Shemos 14:10).” The Medrash
Tanchuma quotes a verse in Yishaya
(41:14), “Fear not, O worm of Yaakov.”
Why are the Jewish people compared to a
worm? A worm only has one weapon —
his mouth. Yet, with this mouth he
can topple the mighty cedar tree. A

cedar tree is so strong that even the
largest animals cannot knock it

down. Along comes the little \
worm, and eats the bark of the

tree. Around and around he 4 '
eats, until a ring of bark is

gone. The mighty cedar m

tree is dead. It is only a

matter of time until it rots and

falls. The nations of the world

are compared to the cedar.

When they overpower the

Jewish people, we do g
teshuva (repentance) and

cry out to Hashem. He hears our prayers,
as the verse states, “From there you will
seek Hashem, your G-d, and you will find
Him” (Devarim 4:29).

7;1e Chofetz Chaim writes that we are
not saved from many of the troubles that
befall us. Why? Because we do not cry
out to Hashem. We do not increase our
prayers to Him. If we would only beseech
Him with prayers, our requests would not
g0 unanswered.
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We know that this is a time of danger for
the Jewish people. However, we can be
very optimistic. Because we have the secret
weapon. It is more powerful than all of the
planes, tanks, missiles, and bombs put to-
gether. We have the words of tefillah
(prayer). They go straight to Hashem’s ears.
Put extra kavannah (concentration) into
your daily prayers. Make special requests in
the places that they are permitted. Say Te-
hillim whenever you can. You can help to
save us. You are our secret weapon.

«
M)She took the bones of Yosef with

him” (Shemos 13:19). The Tosefta (Sota

4:2) relates that the entire nation was

busy gathering spoils from Mitzraim. Ex-

cept for Moshe. He was busy with mitz-

vos. He was fulfilling Yosef's directive to

take his bones up out of Mitzraim. As the

verse states, “The chochom leiv (wise of

heart) will take good deeds” (Mishle

10:8). The Malbim explains this verse to

mean that a person is constantly strug-

gling with his yetzer hora. He

, wants to do mitzvos, which are

good for him, yet his yetzer tries

to trick him into doing aveyros

» (sins). A wise hearted man

overcomes this desire. One

only takes what he truly

' » wants, and the chochom leiv

truly wants mitzvos.
Therefore, he takes them.

P )

—

ne Keli Yakar offers a

fascinating explanation of
e the words of the verse,
“(Moshe took the bones of
Yosef) with him”. What does a person
take with him into the next world? Not
his money. Nor his property. Only his
mitzvos. That is the only thing that stays
with him forever. Moshe took this mitz-
vah with him into eternity. Perhaps this is
why Hashem presented Moshe with this
particular mitzvah at that point in time.
Because caring to the needs of the de-
parted reminds us of that day when we
will all be judged for our mitzvos. The
Jewish people needed a reminder of what
was truly valuable, at a time when they
were chasing after the fleeting pleasures
of this world.
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What makes a person truly rich? Gold?
Silver? Diamonds? Land? Wrong on all
counts. Mitzvos are the most valuable
thing that a person can own. Who is a
chochom leiv (wise hearted person)? One
who takes mitzvos. Where does he take
them? Along with him into the next world.
Mitzvos are forever.

Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, in his sefer

Meshech Chochma (on parashas Bo)
shares a fascinating insight into this deep
subject. The Jewish people stood at the
Yom Suf, surrounded with danger on all
sides. What should they do? “Tell the
Children of Israel that they shall travel
(forward into the sea)” (Shemos 14:15). A
person cannot live in water; however, the
seichel saw that Hashem wanted them to
plunge into the yom. Nachshon Ben
Aminidav, the Prince of the tribe of Ye-
huda led the way. He let his seichel rule
his emotions. With complete faith, he
went into the yom, a place where no
person could live, following the Will of
Hashem. His tribe followed, as did all of
Klal Yisrael. They all crowned their seichel
as ruler over their emotions by following
Hashem’s command. This ultimate act of
mesirus  nefesh (self-sacrifice)  that
stemmed from emunah forever crowned
our seichel as ruler over our emotions.
We achieved eternal freedom from the
grip of the lower forces.

nis idea provides the answer to a very

bothersome question. Why do we con-
tinue to celebrate Pesach as z’man chei-
ruseinu (time of our freedom)? The free-
dom that we achieved from Mitzraim was
relatively short-lived. We lived in Eretz
Yisrael under our own rule for approxi-
mately 800 years until Nebuchadnezzer
expelled us, beginning a series of exiles,
pogromes, inquisitions, and subjugation that
continue to this very day! Is that freedom?
“Yes!” says Rav Meir Simcha. The nations
may rule over us physically, but they will
never usurp the rule of our seichel over
our emotions. As the evening prayers state,
“He took the nation of Israel out (of Mitz-
raim) to eternal freedom.” Therefore, even
a poor man must eat reclining at the
Pesach Seder. That is the way free people
eat, and he is free. The plunge into the sea
liberated his soul forever.

Mitzvos Are Forever

«,
Mat did you get?”

“That Mitzri gave me all of his gold jew-
elry.”

“l got a sack of silver coins.”

“We’re rich! After all of these years of
slave labor in Mitzraim, we are finally
getting what we deserve.”

“Where is our leader Moshe? Why isn’t
he taking spoils?”

[CHC R SR

The Seichel Rules

/ 1ashem created man with two compet-

ing forces. On the one hand, a person has
emotions and desires. Opposing this are
his intelligence and seichel (common
sense). The emotions are very powerful.
They want to rule a person, and make
him use his intelligence to seek wealth,
power, and honor. The seichel objects. It
recognizes the emmes. It strives to rule
the emotions, thereby using them to serve
Hashem and come close to Him. Which
side has the upper hand? Who will win?
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Hashem tests us. Temptations are all
around. We want to nap when we should
be learning. We want to daydream when
we should be praying. We are tempted to
eat things that we should not. Our yetzer
hara pushes us to get angry, take revenge,
or make fun of someone. How can we
overcome him and do the right thing? Just
remember the Yom Suf. Your great great
great...grandfather walked straight into
the cold water, following the will of
Hashem. He put the koach (strength) into
your neshama (soul) to do the same. Day-
dream in the middle of prayer? Forget it! |
am following Hashem. Get angry? Impos-
sible! Move onward into the yom. That
yetzer can’t touch me. | am forever free.
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