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Parashas Vayakhel-Pikudei

We Are Not Alone

«,
aaim. you look worn out.”

“l am, Imma.”
“What have you been doing?”
“l have been fighting the whole day.”

Chaim’s mother is very surprised. Her son
Chaim? Fighting? She and her husband
always stress the importance of shalom. It
is a cornerstone of their children’s educa-
tion. How is it possible that Chaim could
be fighting the whole day?

“Come, Chaim dear. Sit down and have a
hot drink. Let’s talk about this.”

Chaim eagerly accepts his mother’s kind
offer. He slowly sips the cup of hot choco-
late.

“Chaim, | want to help you. Tell me
about the fight.”

“No problem, Imma. First, | must tell you
that this fight will never end. The other
side hates me and will not let me rest a
minute. He constantly taunts me and tries
to make a fool of me. | have beaten him
many times, but he keeps coming back
for more.

Chaim’s mother is shocked. She must get
to the bottom of this.

“Chaim, this is very serious. Please tell me
who you were fighting with, and what
the argument was about.”

“Imma, my enemy is . . . the Yetzer Hara!
He bothers me from the moment | open
my eyes in the morning. He tells me to
stay in bed and be late for school. He
wants me to rush through my blessings
and prayers. He would love me to grab a
seat from an elderly person on the bus.
He tries to make me daydream and talk
during class. In short, he wants me to
commit as many sins as possible. Imma,
how can | ever win this fight?”

Chaim’s mother smiles, somewhat re-
lieved. Baruch Hashem her son’s fight is
kosher.

“Chaim, you are right. On your own, you
can never hope to win. Your enemy is
bigger, stronger, older, and more experi-
enced than you are. He knows every trick
in the book. However, you have a big
advantage over him.”

“What is that, Imma?”

“You have the most powerful ally in the
world ... Hashem Yisborach. The Gemora
(Kiddushin 30b) relates that a person’s
Yetzer Hara overpowers him every day,
trying to kill him. Were it not for The
Almighty’s help, he would not be able to
live. This idea is also expressed in this

week’s parasha, Chaim.”

“Where, Imma?”

“Chapter 40, verse two. Hashem spoke
to Moshe saying, ‘On the first day of the
first month you shall erect the Mishkan
(Tabernacle).” Moshe Rabbeinu assembled
the entire structure. Rashi (39:33) relates
that it was too heavy for anyone to lift.”
“Imma, if it was too heavy for normal
human strength, how could Moshe do it
alone?”

“Excellent question, Chaim. Rashi de-
scribes the tremendous Siyata Di’shmaya
(Heavenly Assistance) that Moshe re-
ceived. Hashem told him to go through
the motions of lifting it. Moshe did, and
the Mishkan erected itself. The Keli Yakar
is inspired by this event, finding in it a
hint to all human activities. Man’s hands

inadequate to complete their worldly
tasks. We can only begin the work, and
Hashem finishes it for us. This is especially
true of our battle with the Yetzer Hara.
We could never hope to defeat him
without Hashem’s help.”

“Imma, that is so uplifting.”

“Chaim, you need it. You and all of us
are involved in a big fight every day. Our
only hope is to realize that we are not
alone. Hashem is there to help us. We
need only to turn to Him.”

Kinderlach . . .

When does the Yetzer Hara fight you? In
the morning when you need to get out of
bed? During your daily prayers when you
are trying to concentrate? When you are
supposed to share with your brother, and
want the whole cake for yourself? When it
is time to do homework? These are all
times of weakness. He is ready to make us
sin. What can we do to beat him? Call
upon Our Father in Heaven. He is ready,
willing, and able to help us. With His help,
we will win the fight. We are not alone.

Honored Guest

«“,
Gavi, please wash the rest of the

dishes. Esti, can you fold these clothes,
please? Moishie, kindly make your bed
and straighten the books on your shelf.
Everybody please hurry. Our guest is
coming soon.”

The family busily gets to work. Imma puts
the finishing touches on the delicious food,
as the time of the guest’s arrival quickly
draws near.

“Kinderlach, please come here. | would
like to tell you something”

“Yes, Abba.”

“l would like you to welcome our guest
with a big warm smile. It is important to
be on your very best behavior for him.”
“It will be our pleasure, Abba.”

The time finally arrives, and the honored
guest enters the home. Everyone feels the
holiness of his presence. The entire family
has worked so hard preparing for his arri-
val. Now they can really enjoy his visit.

Rav Weiss zt”l was one of the distin-
guished Rabbonim of pre-war Hungary.
He would treat the Shabbos as an hon-
ored guest. Just as you can sense the pres-
ence of a guest in a room, so too you
could feel the holiness of the Shabbos in
Rav Weiss’ home.
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he seventh day shall be holy for you”
(Shemos 35:2). The Ha’amek Davar ex-
plains that each Jew must sanctify the
Shabbos, in accordance with his means
and abilities. He should make all of the
physical preparations for himself and his
home to honor the holy guest. His actions
on the Shabbos Kodesh also bring honor
to the guest. He can make the holiness of
Shabbos perceivable. The Mishna in De-
mai relates that one who is not normally
trusted to maaser his fruits, may be be-
lieved on Shabbos. The kedusha (holiness)
of the day is so awesome that he senses it.
He would not dare lie on such a day.
That is the holiness of Shabbos.

Kinderlach . . .

How do you honor your special weekly
guest, the Shabbos? Do you help Imma and
Abba with the preparations? Do you dress
in your best clothes? Do you keep them
clean? Do you greet the Shabbos warmly
with singing and prayer? Are you on your
best behavior for the honored guest? All
this and more are part of honoring Shab-
bos. Making it a day whose presence ac-
companies you. A holy day for you.
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