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What We Are Missing

Last week marked the fast of the 17t of

Tammuz, the beginning of a three-week
period of mourning over the destruction
of the Beis Hamikdash. We know that we
are supposed to feel a loss at this time.
However, it may be difficult. We never
saw the Beis HaMikdash, its glory, pag-
eantry, the open miracles, and the
Shechina (Divine Presence) that rested
there. How then, can we mourn? The
more that we know about the Beis
HaMikdash, the more acutely we can feel
its loss.

11
One lamb you shall do (offer up) in

the morning...” (Bamidbar
28:4). This was the first of
two  Korbonos  Tomid
(Perpetual Offerings),
offered up every day in
the Beis HaMikdash. The
Medrash relates that there
was never a man in
Jerusalem with a sin in his
hand. Why? The morning
tomid would atone for sins
of the night, and the
afternoon tomid would
atone for sins of the day.
Can you imagine that? A
person would be forgiven
for his sins every day! A
nation without sins has
protection from its
enemies. A nation without
sins has untold blessings.
As Rabbeinu Bechaye relates, The world
was upheld and sustained by the Korbon
Tomid, and its food supply was blessed.
The blessing began from the Holy of Ho-
lies and spread to the whole world. The
Medrash continues, “In this world you
offer Lechem HaPanim (Show Bread) and
korbonos. In the next world, 1 will set
before you a magnificent table. The idol
worshippers will see it and be embar-
rassed.”

Kinderlach . . .

Now we have some concept of what we
are missing. Blessings, security, forgiveness,
these all were a part of the life that cen-
tered on the Beis HaMikdash. Don’t just
observe the customs of mourning these
three weeks without any feeling. “Rach-
mana lieba boy” (The Torah requires
heart). Put your heart into it. Feel the sad-
ness of two thousand years without the
shechina. Feel the loss of the blessings.
And look forward to its rebuilding speed-
ily in our days. Amen.

“You must be referring to the Medrash
(Yalkut) that says that he received a new
name — Eliyahu.”
“That is exactly what | mean, Abba. This
leads me to another question. Why did
he receive a new name?”
“That is a deep subject, Chaim. The Vilna
Gaon discusses this in the beginning of
this week’s parasha. A name is a reflection
of a person’s neshama. When a person
does good deeds, he renews his neshama.
That renewed neshama has a new name.
That is why our forefathers had more
than one name. Avram became Avraham.
Yaakov became Yisrael.”
“Very interesting. Why do good deeds
renew our neshama, Abba?”
“The neshama is a deep subject that takes
many years of study to

— understand, Chaim.
However, even in our
world we see that a name
is a reflection of one’s
deeds. A family’s good
name can reflect their
honesty, chessed, Torah

knowledge, or middos. A
company earns a good
name by providing reliable
products and  services.
Pinchas elevated his
neshama, thereby earning
his new name, Eliyahu, by
quelling Hashem’s anger
and stopping a plague that
was destroying Klal
Yisrael.”

“That is amazing, Abba. Is
there a lesson in this for
us?”

“Yes, Chaim. We are always trying to do
as many mitzvos as we can. We know
that they will earn us great reward in
Olam Habo. Now we have another bene-
fit from doing mitzvos. Our forefathers’
mitzvos brought them a new neshama
and a new name. Even if we cannot ac-
complish that, our mitzvos can earn for us
a good name. People will hear your
name, and know that you are a person
with integrity; one who serves Hashem
with all of his heart.”

Your Great Name

u
Abba, | have a question for you.”

“Go ahead, Chaim.”
“What was Pinchas’ name?”

Chaim’s father thinks for a moment.

Kinderlach . . .

What’s in a name? It reflects your
neshama and your deeds. When you do
good deeds, you earn a good name for
yourself. Although we do not change our
names nowadays, we do change the title
by which we are called. One who gets
married becomes Reb. As he learns more
Torah, he may become a Rebbe or a Rav.
If he becomes the head of a Yeshiva, he
will earn the title Rosh HaYeshiva. Those
who lead the entire generation are called
Gaon or Gadol. Those whose mitzvos are
outstanding are called Tsaddikim. What
do all of these great people have in com-
mon? Ambition for greatness. They strive
for great deeds, which subsequently earn
them a great name. Emulate them, kinder-
lach. Set your sights high. Strive for great-
ness. Earn a great name for yourself.

Family

E veryone was excited beyond words. The
big day had finally come — the wedding of
the family’s oldest child.

“Okay, everyone, smile. Come, let’s see

LRSS

those big white teeth. Say, ‘cheese’.
The photographer snapped the picture.
“What a beautiful, happy family!”
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Rav Zalman Sorotzkin relates that the

Torah teaches us the proper choices in
life. “It is not good that man be alone”
(Bereshis 2:18). Choose to marry and raise
a family. There is obviously great happi-
ness and lofty purpose in family life.
However, there is also a much deeper
reason to choose marriage. The family is
a “school” to learn how to love your
fellow man. A person naturally loves his
parents, his spouse, his children, and his
relatives. Through family life, he learns to
love and give to his friends, acquaintan-
ces, and eventually everyone.

Rav Sorotzkin goes on to explain that the
life during the forty years in the desert
was like one big family. All of Klal Yisrael
lived under one big roof — the Annanei
HaKovod (Clouds of Glory). They ate the
mun from one table (so to speak), and
they drank from one well. Therefore,
when the census was taken in the begin-
ning of parashas Bamidbar, no family
names were mentioned. We were like
one big family. Now, in parashas Pinchas,
we were preparing to enter the Land of
Israel. No Annanei HaKovod, no mun,
and no well. What would happen to our
unity? Would it break apart completely?
No. We would retain the togetherness on
a smaller level — the family structure.
Therefore, at the census taken now, in
parashas Pinchas, the family names are
mentioned. To teach us that this is our
new unity structure. The families would
live together and receive their inheritance
together in the Land. There they would
hold on to their great tradition of loving
and giving to each other, and to their
greater family: Klal Yisrael.

Kinderlach . . .

School is not the only place to learn. We
also receive a great education in the
home. What do we learn there? How to
love and give. Within the walls of our
house lives our family. We love them and
we constantly give to them. “Please pass
me the salt.” An opportunity to do
chessed. “Let’s wash the floors.” A chance
to work together. “Oy vey. | cut my fin-
ger.” Work on being empathetic. “Oh no,
the cookies are gone and | did not get
one.” Now is the time to give. The home
is the place to learn loving and giving.
Then we can “graduate” to learning to
give to friends, neighbors, and eventually
all of Klal Yisrael. Kinderlach, may you all
become geniuses at loving and giving.
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