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See For Yourself

“A . . .
re you new in the neighborhood?’
“Not exactly. | have lived here many
years.”

“l haven’t seen you in our Beit Kinesset
before.”

“Well, | have never been in a shul. | just
came today to see what it was like.”
“That is so nice! Would you like to come
to my house? We are having a big Shab-
bos meal, and we have plenty of food.”
“Really? You don’t even know me and
you invite me into your house?”

“It is my pleasure.”

The guest comes home with the man. They
eat a delicious meal and become involved
in a deep discussion about Judaism.

“All of this is hard for me to believe.
Miracles, Mount Sinai, G-d running the
world.”

“l understand. However, you can relax. You
don’t have to believe anything. All of these
things will become crystal clear to you. You
will see them with your own eyes.”
“Amazing.”
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“S. '
e, | place before you today blessing
and curse” (Devarim 11:26). Rav Shim-
shon Refael Hirsch explains why the To-
rah uses the word “see”. What are we
seeing? Don’t we have to believe? The
answer is that seeing is believing. No Jew
needs to rely on believing anyone else.
He can rely upon what his own eyes have
seen. He can investigate for himself and
find the truth. Then he will come to the
conclusion that Hashem puts his future in
his own hands. He gives him free will and
free choice. If he chooses the good, he
will receive blessing. If not, oy va voy.

rah reminds us that we are Hashem’s
children, and commands us not to follow
this custom. What is the connection be-
tween these two ideas?

ne Daas Zekanim MiBaalei HaTosfos
explains that the custom of tearing the
skin was an expression of despair about
the future. The child was now alone in
the world without a father. However, the
Jewish people are different. We are
Hashem’s children

thinking about Hashem’s punishment is
enough to make one shudder. The retri-
bution in the next world is even more
terrifying. Pain and suffering is a strong
motivation to do the right thing.

However, there is a higher level of Yiras
Hashem: Yiras HaRommemus (fear of His
Awesomeness). Hashem is the Almighty,
the All Powerful One, Who created the
universe, and sustains it. Everything is un-

der His control, from

and He is our Father.
He is alive and well,
and we have no rea-
son to despair.

ne Ohr HaChaim
HaKadosh and the

the gigantic galaxies,

310 Dﬁ TIRG? | to the tiniest sub-
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atomic particles. How
does this generate
fear? Just imagine for
a moment, that you

Sforno have a differ-

ent angle on this question. People despair
in mourning because they think that their
loved one is gone. However, we know
that this world is only temporary.
Hashem sends His children down here for
a short time, and then He calls them
back. They return to their Father, Who is
the source of all life. The life that they are
now living in the next world is nicer than
all of the pleasures of this world.

Kinderlach . . .

You can see the truth of the Torah in your
own life. Just pay attention. You can see
Hashem’s Hand guiding everything from
the growth of the smallest flower to major
world events. You will also see how
Hashem has guided your own life. How
He has saved you from many unpleasant
things. How he has helped you succeed in
many areas. How he has blessed you
when you merited it, and punished you
when you needed it. It’s all there in front
of you. Just pay attention. See for yourself.

Kinderlach . . .

We are Hashem’s children. He loves us as a
Father loves his child. He wants to be close
to us, and He wants us to be close to Him.
We are now at the beginning of the month
of Elul. The letters of the word Elul form the
acronym of the verse, “Ani LiDodi ViDodi
Li” (I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is
mine) [Shiur HaShirim 6:3]. This describes
the depth of the relationship that we are
capable of having. This month is a golden
opportunity. Hashem makes Himself avail-
able and comes close to us in Elul. Seize the
opportunity. Get close to Him.

had an appointment
to see the ruler of a
great and powerful country. You were
told that he was a kind person, and would
be happy to see you. Still, you would be
nervous when you entered the room and
stood in the presence of this great man.
How much more so should we feel fear
and apprehension in the presence of The
Creator.

My is this a constant mitzvah? Because
His Presence fills the world. He is every-
where at all times. Therefore, we are al-
ways in His company. Acknowledging
this reality, and thinking about it in terms
of yirah is a mitzvah that can be per-
formed at any time. It requires only
thought. There is no limit to the reward
for fulfilling these constant mitzvos.

ne Pele Yoetz writes that good things
accompany Yiras Hashem. One who mas-
ters this mitzvah is guarded from every evil
thing. He will only want to give nachas
ruach (spiritual pleasure) to his Creator.

Hashem’s Children

lly .

ou are children to Hashem, your G-d
— you shall not cut yourselves and you
shall not make a bald spot between your
eyes when mourning” (Devarim 14:1).
Tearing the skin in time of mourning is a
barbaric custom practiced by the nations
of the world. In the same verse, the To-

Yiras Hashem

“Y )
ou shall surely maaser (give a tenth
to the Leviim) all of your crop ... so that
you will learn to fear Hashem your G-d
all the days” (Devarim 14:22-23). This
verse brings us practical advice on learn-
ing how to fear Hashem. Yiras (fear of)
Hashem is one of the six constant mitzvos
mentioned in the very beginning (1:1) of
the Biyur Halacha’s commentary on the
Shulchan Aruch.

ne source of Yiras Hashem is actually a
verse in Parashas Eikev. “You shall ob-
serve the commandments of Hashem,
your G-d, to go in His ways and fear
Him” (Devarim 8:6). Yirah is a powerful
tool for Avodas (Service to) Hashem. The
Mesillas Yesharim devotes two chapters
to it. Yirah strongly motivates a person to
stay away from aveyros (sins). How? Each
sin carries with it consequences. Just

Kinderlach . . .

Fear sounds like a bad thing. It can be bad
or good. It is bad to fear silly things, or
people who cannot really harm you. It is
bad to let fear overwhelm you to the
point that you cannot function. However,
it is good to fear Hashem. Let fear of His
consequences stop you from committing
aveyros. Let fear of His Awesome Great-
ness motivate you to do His Will.

How do we acquire Yiras Hashem, Kinder-
lach? By thinking about Hashem, His
Greatness, and His Power. We all have
times when our mind is free and tends to
wander. Use those times productively to
think about Yiras Hashem. The Pele Yoetz
relates that a person can never say, “|
want to do a mitzvah now, but | do not
have one available.” A person has a con-
stant mitzvah of Yiras Hashem always at
hand. Additionally, there is no limit to the
reward for fulfilling these constant mitz-
vos. “I have set Hashem before me al-
ways” (Tehillim 16:8). Fantastic.

Please direct all inquiries concerning
this publication to (02) 585-2216.

rparashas Reeh

All rights reserved to the author.
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