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Parashas Vayeshev

The Detective

‘_‘Z?ease bring the next defendant in to

Beis Din.”

“Yes Mr. Krouse. Your trial is about to
begin. We will now present the claims
against you. On the fourth of Elul, 5755,
you were seen entering a non-kosher
restaurant.”

“l have an explanation.”

“On the tenth of Adar 5756, you were
heard speaking Loshon Hora about your
neighbor.”

“I will tell you why.”

“On the nineteenth of Sivan 5757, you
walked away from the bus station with
someone else’s suitcase.”

“It was all a mistake. Please let me ex-
plain.”

“You would like to explain yourself. You
would like us to judge you favorably. |
am sorry we cannot do that. We can only
take these events at their face value.”

“But why? Why won’t you let me explain
myself?”

“Because, Mr. Krouse, when you were
alive, you did not judge other people
favorably. Therefore, we cannot judge
you favorably. The Gemora (Shabbos
127b) states, ‘One who judges his fellow
man favorably will himself be judged
favorably.’”

“Oy va voy. What a mistake | made.”
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Iou shall judge your fellow right-

eously” (Vayikra 19:15). This verse is the
source for judging another Jew favorably.
The Shelah HaKadosh has a pointed in-
sight into this week’s parasha which
shows us just how far reaching this
mitzvah is. “Yosef would
bring  evil reports
(about his brothers) to
his father” (Bereshis
37:2). He would tell
Yaakov that they
were eating the
meat of an animal

that was not

shechted. How
could this be true?
The brothers were the
Holy Tribes of Israel. It
is inconceivable that
they would eat
something unkosher.
Could the report be false?
Yosef Hatsaddik would not
bring a false report. What was happening
here? The Shelah answers by relating that
Avraham Avinu had the “Sefer Yetsira”, a
book that contained the secrets of life.
The sefer passed down the generations to
the sons of Yaakov. They used it to create
a live calf every Erev Shabbos. This calf

could be eaten without shechita. Only an
animal born from living parents needs
shechita. The brothers ate an animal that
was not shechted, because it did not re-
quire shechita! Yosef should have investi-
gated more carefully before informing
Yaakov. He brought “an evil report” be-
cause he did not consider this possibility.
That is how far the mitzvah of judging
favorably goes.

-
Kinderlach . . .

X That is big-time detective work.

\

“I saw him taking someone’s book.” There
must be a good reason for that. Maybe the
owner did not need it. “She stepped on my
toe.” She probably lost her balance and
could not help herself. “He ate my piece of
cake.” | am sure that he thought it was his.
There are many ways to judge people fa-
vorably. If your first reaction is to accuse
someone, stop for a second and think. Is
there a zechus (merit) here? Think a little
harder. Be a “zechus” detective. Conduct a
thorough investigation, and come up with
the solution. If you think of a zechus, you
get a mitzvah diorayssa — one of the 613.

Your Ticket

Kakov settled in the land where his

father lived, the land of Canaan”
(Bereshis 37:1). Rashi (37:2) relates that
Yaakov Avinu wished to settle down to a
tranquil life. However, the anguish of
Yosef’s kidnapping pounced upon him.
Hashem says, “Are tsaddikim not satisfied
with what awaits them in Olam Habbo
(the  Next World)? They expect
to live at ease in Olam
Hazzeh (this world)
also?”

ﬂv Yerucham

Levovitz, the Mashgiach of
Mirrer Yeshiva is a bit
puzzled by this sharp
statement. Why
should Yaakov not
live in tranquility?
After  all, how

would he spend his

time? He would
surely not waste it
on frivolities. When he
left his father’s home on the
way to Charan, he stopped at the
Beis HaMedrash of Shem and Ever.
There he learned Torah uninterrupted for
fourteen years. As the verse states, “And
he lay down in that place” (Bereshis
28:11). Rashi explains that this night he
lay down. However, the entire fourteen
years that he was with Shem and Ever, he
did not lie down at night because he was
learning Torah. It is clear that Yaakov
only wanted tranquility in order to serve

Hashem better.

RV Yerucham relates that this parasha

teaches us a foundation of the Torah —
the relationship between Olam Hazzeh
and Olam Habbo. Olam Hazzeh is the
world of challenges. A life without the
anguish of Yosef is like Olam Habbo for
Yaakov Avinu. It is as if he requested to
reach Olam Habbo by skipping Olam
Hazzeh. Rav Yerucham than gives a com-
pelling example of how Yaakov earned
his Olam Habbo with the trials and tribu-
lations of Olam Hazzeh.

have sojourned with Lavan” (Bereshis

32:5). The Hebrew word for “l have so-
journed” is “garti”. The same letters spell
“taryag” the gematria of 613. As Rashi
explains, “I lived with this evil man, and |
observed the 613 mitzvos. | did not learn
from his wicked deeds.” The Gemora
(Avodah Zara 3b) states that Lavan will
come to give testimony that Yaakov Av-
inu is above suspicion of stealing. Lavan
will testify, because that scoundrel is the
one who brought out the best in Yaakov.
He tricked him into marring the wrong
daughter. He made him work an extra
seven years. He lowered his wages 100
times. In such an environment, Yaakov
Avinu showed his greatness and did not
steal one thing. “When you searched all
of my things, did you find any of your
household items?” (Bereshis 31:37). The
Medrash Rabba asks, “Is it possible for a
son-in-law who lives with his father-in-
law to not use one vessel? Yet here Lavan
searched all of Yaakov’s possessions and
did not even find one small needle.” That
is the extent of Yaakov’s honesty. Yet he
would never have achieved such a high
madrayga (spiritual level) if he had not
undergone the challenge of living with
Lavan, the master trickster. That difficulty
was his ticket to Olam Habbo.

Kinderlach . . .

The train is going to pull away from the
station. It’s destination . . . a wonderful
place. Everyone wants to board that train.
You only need one thing — a ticket. With a
ticket, they let you board. Without one,
no amount of persuasion in the world will
get you a seat. Where do you buy the
ticket? Where is the cashier? Where is the
ticket line? Good news. You do not have
to wait in line. Hashem will send the ticket
directly to you in the form of life’s difficul-
ties and challenges. You earn that ticket by
growing from each challenge. Rav
Yerucham says that we should evaluate
each challenge. How did | approach it?
How did handle it? What am | like after it
is over? Did | grow from it? Am |l on a
higher level? Earn your ticket, kinderlach.
The train ride is great.
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