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My Honor,
Your Honor

H(-)nor your father and your mother,

so that your days may be lengthened
upon the land which Hashem, your God
gives you” (Shemos 20:12). Respecting
parents is the foundation of human life.
The mother and father bring
the child into this world. He
owes his life to them! For
this act of kindness alone, he
must be grateful all of his
days. How does he express
this gratitude? By respecting
and fearing his parents.
Many halachos are based
upon the principle of
showing deference to the
father and mother in every
way possible.

_H:Jmility is a marvelous
character trait. The Torah
praises it profusely. What T
should a child do if his parent is very
humble and feels uncomfortable with the
honor bestowed upon him? How can the
child honor him? The following story
about Rav Avraham Yehoshua Heshel
from Opta, who is known to us by the
name of his sefer, “Ohev Yisrael,” illus-
trates how a son cleverly honors his
humble father.

ﬂe Ohev Yisrael was one of the great

tsaddikim of his time. Thousands of chas-
sidim were drawn to his holy presence.
From time to time, he would travel
around the surrounding communities to
visit his followers and inspire them with
his Divrei Torah and Chassidus. During
one of these trips, hundreds of people
came to the crossroads outside of the
town to greet the Rebbe. This happened
not once, not twice, but every time, out-
side of every town that the Rebbe visited.

]7he Opta Rav was uncomfortable with
this overwhelming tribute. He sought con-
solation from his son, Rav Yitzchak Meir
from Zinkov, who accompanied him on
the trips. “Why do these people give
honor to one who does not deserve it?”
Rav Yitzchak Meir understood that all of
the admiration distressed his humble fa-
ther. He tried to soothe his father by mak-
ing the following statement. “The people
are not coming out to honor my dear fa-
ther, rather they gather at the crossroads
to honor me.”

':’ hen the holy Ohev Yisrael heard
these words, he was comforted, and did
not speak about the matter the rest of the
day. However, the next day he asked his
son, “Why do so many people honor
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you? What compels the residents of every
town that we visit to leave their homes
and go to the crossroads to greet you?”

_Rav Yitzchak Meir saw an opportunity

to give his father nachas. He smiled and
said, “It is very simple. They honor me
because | am the son of the Tsaddik from
Opta.” The Rebbe was very pleased with
this answer. He replied to his clever son,
“You speak the same way
that Yosef HaTsaddik spoke
to his brothers.” ‘And you
shall tell my father of all my
glory in Egypt’ (Bereshis
45:13). Was Yosef bragging
about his accomplishments?
Of course not! He was a
tsaddik! Rather he was
directing the honor to the
one whom it was intended
for. All of the glory that was
awarded to  Yosef in
Mitzrayim was only because
he was the son of Yaakov
Avinu. Both Yosef HaTsaddik
and Rav Yitzchak Meir of
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Zinkov knew how to honor their fathers.

Their respect showed deference to their
father’s humility. We can learn a lesson
from them that will guide us in honoring
our parents.
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Yosef HaTsaddik and Rav Yitzchak Meir of
Zinkov teach us a new aspect of honoring
our parents. Firstly, we should strive to
accomplish great things in our lives. What
is stopping us from becoming tsaddikim
and tsidkanios? Nothing! We just need to
work hard and pray to Hashem for Siyata
Di’Shmaya (Heavenly Assistance). Sec-
ondly, how should we relate to our great
achievements? We should give credit to
whom it is due — our parents. Without
them, we would not be here in this world!
They gave us the very gift of life, which
comes before anything. They also nur-
tured us, cared for us, and educated us.
Therefore, they are the ones who deserve
the honor for our accomplishments.
Whatever honor comes to you, give it to
them. My honor is your honor.

Sinai Desert was in order to receive the
Torah. Similarly, they departed from Re-
fidim in order to receive the Torah. The
preparation actually began with their
departure. We learn an important lesson
from this. In all matters of holiness,
greater preparation makes a person more
fitting to receive what Hashem wants to
give him.

]7he Netziv actually brings a proof from

the famous story of Rebbe Chiya (Bava
Metzia 85b), who went to great lengths to
insure that the Jewish people did not for-
get the Torah. He began by planting flax
and making nets from the cords of linen.
He trapped deer in the nets, shechted them
and fed the meat to orphans. He made the
skins into parchments and wrote the five
books of the Torah on them. He then
went around to each city that did not have
teachers for little children. He found five
children and taught them each one book
of the Torah. He then found six children
and taught them each one seder of Mish-
nayos. He then instructed each of them to
teach all of the others his section. In this
way, he spread Torah throughout the Jew-
lSh people.

[i hy did he have to go to so much

trouble?” asks the Netziv. “He could have
bought animal skins and tanned them
himself.” Rebbe Chiya wanted to increase
the “kedusha (holiness) power” of those
parchments so that they would have
maximum impact on the hearts of the
students. Therefore, he began investing
them with kedusha from the very begin-
ning, with each step of the preparation.
All of his kavannas (intentions) from the
very beginning were lishaim Shomayim
(for the sake of Heaven) for the educa-
tion of those children.
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Preparation

“~

And they (the Jewish people) trav-
eled from Refidim and came to the Sinai
Desert. (The nation of) Israel camped
there in front of the mountain” (Shemos
19:2). Thus begins the Torah’s account of
the singular even in Jewish history: the
receiving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai. Why
does the Torah choose to begin with their
departure from Refidim? Is it necessary to
tell us this fact? The Netziv in his com-
mentary entitled “Ha’amek Davar”
quotes the Mechilta. They came to the

\bos. Kinderlach, enjoy the Holy Day!
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How do we prepare ourselves for a mitz-
vah? Let us say that Shacharis (morning
prayer) begins at 7:00. Hmmm. If | arrive
at 7:10 | can skip and speed through the
introductory prayers. | will catch up in
time to start the Amidah a little after the
congregation. Hmmm. Would Rebbe
Chiya have done that? Give yourself
enough time to say all of the prayers
properly and with kavannah. You will see
that your prayers are much more mean-
ingful. What about preparing for Shab-
bos? We should try to finish all of our
Shabbos preparations as early as possible.
Don’t wait for the last minute to take your
Shabbos bath. Help Imma and Abba to
prepare the food and the house. You can
even begin early in the week. Just keep in
mind to have kavanna (intention) for the
honor of Shabbos. Then you are putting
even more Redusha (holiness) into Shab-
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