a

Kinder Torah o

Parashas Balals

Relate to Me!

;’hat’s the matter, Avi? You look so

upset.”

“l am upset, Abba. | am so frustrated with
my classmate, Normy.”

“Why, Avi?”

“He does not relate to me.”

“In what way?”

“When | try to talk to him, he doesn’t
listen to me.”

“That can be very frustrating.”

“Not only that, but when he talks, he is
not really paying attention to me. | can
see in his eyes that his mind is a million
miles away.”

“Oh.”

“One time | asked him for help, and he
refused me in such a cold way. It was so
humiliating. He is just not relating to me
in any meaningful way.”

“Oy, | feel so badly for you, Avi. How-
ever, there is something positive to be
learned from every experience. Now you
can feel some of the tsar (distress) of the
Shechina (Divine Presence).”

“Really Abba? What does Normy
have to do with tsar HaShechina?”
“The answer is a bit involved,
however let’s begin with the
Mishna in Pirkei Avos (1:2).
‘The world stands on three
things: Torah, avodah (serving
Hashem), and gemilus chassadim (acts of
kindness).” These three pillars hold up the
world. If we would cease doing these
three things, the world would fall. Now,
let us examine each one of them. Torah is
called the Devar (Word of) Hashem. He
gave it to Klal Yisrael to learn and follow
its commandments. Therefore, when we
learn Torah, we hear the Devar Hashem.
He is speaking to us, and we are listening

Talk to Me — pray. Help Me — by helping
my kinderlach — gemilus chassadim. Re-
late to Me and | will relate to you. This is
the best thing you can do. This is your
reason for existence. This keeps the world
going.’””

“I think | get the message, Abba. My frus-
tration with Normy was because he did
not relate to me in these three ways. This
is the tsar that Hashem feels (so to speak)
when his kinderlach do not relate to
Him.”

“Right, Avi. Now Bilaam was a perfect
example of this. Balak, the king of Moav
was terrified of the Jewish people. He
saw how they conquered Sichon and Og,
and he felt that he was in mortal danger.
Therefore, he invited Bilaam to curse the

Jews. Bilaam asked Hashem if

he could go with the

emissaries of Balak to

carry out their wishes.

Hashem said, ‘Do not
f S

go g

with them, do not curse the nation for
they are blessed’ (Bamidbar 22:12). In the
end, Bilaam went and attempted to curse
them. He was over on all three — he did
not listen to the Devar Hashem. When
Bilaam spoke to Hashem, he did not re-
late to Him as his Creator, whom he
wanted to please. Rather, Bilaam wanted
Hashem to agree to his wishes. Thirdly,

Its My Pleasure

_lf—BaIak will give me his house full of

silver and gold, | cannot transgress the
word of Hashem” (Bamidbar 22:18). This
statement is taken as a criticism of Bilaam.
Our sages explain that he was motivated
purely by a desire for riches and honor.
Therefore, he mentioned that even an
outlandish amount of money would not
allow him to go against Hashem’s will.
There is another mention of a staggering
amount of silver and gold in the writings
of our sages. “Rebbe Yosi Ben Kisma said,
‘Were you to give me all the silver, gold,
precious stones, and pearls in the world, 1
would still only live in a place of Torah’™
(Avos 6:9). Not only is this statement
/ not a criticism, rather it is a great
P praise of the Tanna and his love
for Torah. What is the difference?

The matter needs some thought.

-
Rbbe Nochumke of Horodna

' /  explains that it is all a question
-a  of attitude. Bilaam’s attitude

was “What can | do? | cannot

go against Hashem’s will.” We
understand that if Bilaam were

able to go against Hashem,

5 he would. That is definitely
not the way that Hashem wants

us to do His will. Contrast this with
Rebbe Yosi Ben Kisma. “l would only live
in a place of Torah.” “Even if | were able
to live someplace else, | would not want
to go against Hashem’s will.” As the
Mishna states, “Do His will as you would
do your own will” (Avos 2:4). It was his
greatest pleasure and privilege to do

to Him.” he did not try to help Hashem’s kinder- Hashem’s will.
“I hear, Abba.” lach, just hurt them.” Ve \
“Avodah, in our days, is tefillah (prayer). “I understand, Abba. | want to be close to Kinderlach . . .

We speak directly to The Creator of the
Universe, three times each day. Gemilus
chassadim is helping our fellow man.
Hashem is our Father, and we are His
children. When one child helps the other,
it gives the father such nachas. As if
Hashem says, “When you help My chil-
dren, you help Me.’”

“That is beautiful, Abba. However, does
Hashem really need our help? Does He
need us to talk and listen to Him? After
all, He is Perfect.”

“Excellent, Avi. He wants us to have a
relationship with Him - for our own
good. ‘Listen to Me — learn My Torah.

Hashem and give Him nachas ruach.”
“May you always succeed.”

i

.

Kinderlach . . .

The Creator of the Universe wants a rela-
tionship with you. Listen to Him by learn-
ing His Torah and keeping His mitzvos.
Talk to Him when you pray. He is directly
in front of your face, listening to every
word you say. Be kind to Him by helping
His Rinderlach. Torah, avodah, gemilus
chassadim — listening, talking to, helping
Hashem. The world stands on this — our
relationship with Hashem.

We know that obeying our parents fulfills
Hashem’s will in many ways. It fulfills the
mitzvah of honoring and fearing them. It
also gives honor to Hashem, for they are
our closest connection to Him. We would
not even think of disobeying them. But
what is our attitude when we listen to
them? “Okay, Imma. I’ll do what you
want.” That is not a very positive attitude.
“Imma, it is my pleasure to help you! Is
there anything else that | can do?” “No
Ezra, you've done it all. You’ve given us
great nachas.”
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