Kinder Torah

Parashas Ki Savo

a

“0}; I Must Learn More

aass. we have a special treat today. A
very big talmid chochom will be coming
to speak to us. When he finishes, you
may ask him any questions that you like.”
“Wow, Rebbe. What a
privilege! We are fortunate
enough to hear a talmid cho-
chom speak and will be able to
ask him questions.”

“Boruch Hashem, class, you
have this unique opportunity.”

A short while later, the Rav
enters the room. Everyone
stands up, giving him the proper
kovod (honor). He begins to
speak.

“Young men, | would like to

thank your Rebbe for inviting me here to
be with you today. It is a real privilege
for me to speak to a class of such fine
students. | would like to discuss with you
the parashas ha’shavuah. Our Holy Torah
states, ‘Moshe and the Kohanim, the
Leviim, spoke to all Israel, saying: “Listen
carefully, and hear, O Israel; this day you
have become a people to Hashem, your
G-d”’ (Devarim 27:9). The Gemora (Bro-
chos 63b) darshens the word ‘haskes’
(listen carefully) to mean °‘koses’ (crush
yourself). Raish Lokish relates that the
words of Torah are only established
within one who ‘kills’ (crushes) himself
(so to speak) to learn Torah.

‘Hc;w do we understand this? Of

course, we do not literally kill ourselves
in our learning. Rather, we beat down
our attraction to physical delights. Both
the Rambam (Talmud Torah 3:12) and
the Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 246:21)
cite this Gemora amongst their halachos
of Talmud Torah. The Torah learned by
one who pampers his body with food
and comforts will not be eternal. Rather,
great physical sacrifice is required for last-
ing Torah learning. Young men, if you
want to truly acquire the Torah that you
learn, you must give up the excess food,
drink, and sleep that you do not need.
Then your mind and body will be free
and clear to allow the Torah to be ab-
sorbed into your heart and soul.

his is the first requirement. The
Medrash Shmuel on Pirkei Avos (3:6)
adds another dimension to acquiring To-
rah. Shlomo HaMelech states, ‘For with
much wisdom comes much grief; and he
who increases knowledge increases pain
(Koheles 1:18)." One who wants to in-
crease his Torah knowledge must feel
pained that he is lacking in his learning.
He may have learned a lot, but there is
so, so much more to learn. There are so
many sugyas (subjects); each one of

which contains a myriad of explanations,
interpretations, halachos, and minhagim.
A person has to feel distressed. ‘Oy, there
is so much Torah that | do not know! Oy,
| need to learn more! More and more
and more!’ A person’s worry about his
lack of Torah knowledge
compels him to complete each
sugya. He will not rest until he
learns all of the different
interpretations of the Gemora.
Then he goes on to the later
explanations and learns the
halacha. Mishnayos, Tanach,
mussar, are all included in his
study. He does not and will not
stop. Why? Because he s
lacking. No one can rest when
he feels that he is lacking
something essential.

‘T]erefore, young men, | want to give
you a big blessing. You should always feel
pain over your lack of Torah knowledge.
The Torah that you do not know should
bother you. With this motivation, you
will always find yourself in the Beis
HaMedrash learning, learning, and learn-
ing. May each and every one of you be-
come great talmidei chachomim!”
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\storehouses of wisdom will be ours.

~\

When someone lacks food, he is hungry.
He cannot get accustomed to the feeling,
because his stomach will not allow it. He
must search and search until he finds food.
Only then will he be satisfied. If someone is
in pain he searches and searches until he
finds a medicine to relieve his pain. He will
not let up, because the pain bothers him.
The Medrash Shmuel says that a person’s
lack of Torah knowledge should pain him.
There is so much that he does not know!
He must relieve this pain! How? By learn-
ing, learning, and learning. That is the
medicine. If we think like this, kinderlach,
then we will acquire much Torah knowl-
edge. “Oy, | need to learn more!” Great

J

§1’m011a Shel Mitzvah

0/! Shabbos is coming.”
“Oy? Why do you say oy Mrs. Kvetch?”
“Because there is so much work to do
before Shabbos. Cook the food, wash the
dishes, make the beds, wash the floors,
bathe everyone, dress them in Shabbos
clothes, set the table, prepare the candles,
the list is endless. Oy!”
“Hmmm ... | see. You are missing a very
big point, Mrs. Kvetch.”
“Really? What is that?”
“Shabbos is a tremendous gift from
Hashem to the Jewish people. When ob-
served properly, it is a day of total spiri-
tual and physical pleasures a bit of the
World to Come. Besides all of the enjoy-
ment in this world, we get unfathomable

reward in the Next World for keeping the
mitzvos of Shabbos. Shabbos is fantastic!”
“You are right. | am missing the point. |
got too caught up in negative thoughts.”
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‘Rcause you did not serve Hashem,

your G-d, amid gladness and goodness of
heart when everything was abundant”
(Devarim 28:47). The Torah elaborates a
long list of curses, misfortunes, and trage-
dies that will befall the Jewish people.
Why? Because we did not serve Hashem
with happiness. Happiness is a prerequi-
site to proper avodas Hashem. And the
true happiness is the enjoyment of doing
Hashem’s mitzvos.

The Chofetz Chaim relates a parable about
simcha shel mitzvah . . .

“Hello family! I’'m home from my trip!”
“Father! It is wonderful to see you. Tell us
all about your trip.”

“It was fantastic.”

“l see that your face is beaming with
happiness. You look ecstatic.”

“l am. | had a private audience with the
emperor.”

“l don’t believe it. THE emperor?”

“Yes. The emperor. After waiting weeks
for an appointment, | was escorted in to
see him. He received me warmly and
listened to everything | had to say. He
commanded his royal stenographer to
write down my statement. Then he gave
me a mission to accomplish with specific
instructions. It was glorious!”

“Father, you are glowing.”

“l am savoring this moment. | can’t wait
to tell my friends about it.”

[CHC R SR

And so, the father was happy for years
after his meeting with the emperor. That
is the parable. A man can become so ex-
cited after meeting an emperor, who is
only flesh and blood, and whose days on
this earth are numbered. He should be
much more excited after speaking with
The Holy One Blessed Be He. Every time
that we perform a mitzvah, making a
blessing beforehand, we are speaking
with Hashem, just as a man speaks with
his neighbor. His angels record our deeds
in His book, and announce them every
day before the myriad of holy beings.
These deeds praise the person forever. Is
there a greater reason to be happy?
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“Dovid HaMelech revealed the secret thou-
sands of years ago. “Serve Hashem with
happiness. Come before Him rejoicing.”
(Tehillim 100:2 ). We are ecstatic to serve
Hashem. Time to pray? Wonderful! An
opportunity to serve Hashem. Shabbos
preparations or cleanup? Fantastic! I'm
serving Hashem! Time to learn Torah? |

kIove it! I'm serving Hashem ... with simcha! J
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