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Through the Sea
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Abba. I'm cold. The wind is blowing

very hard.”

“Come close to me, my son, and | will try
to keep you warm.”

“Abba, I'm frightened. What are we going to
do? We are trapped. The sea is in front of us,
the Mitzrim are behind us, and there are wild
animals from the desert on both sides of us.
Where can we go?”

“My son, some say we should return to
Mitzrayim and go back to slavery. They
say that it is better to live as a slave than
to die here in the desert. Some say we
should fight the Mitzrim here and now.
Some say we should make loud noises to
frighten them off. Others say that we
should throw ourselves into the sea, that
it is better to trust in the compassion of
The Merciful One than to fall into the
hands of our enemies.”

“Abba, what are we going to do?”

“My son, let us listen to our leader,
Moshe Rabbeinu. He is speaking now.”
“Do not fear. Stand fast and you will see
the salvation of Hashem He will perform
for you today. As you see Mitzrayim to-
day, you will never see them again!”
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Abba look! Someone is going into the

seal Who is he?”

“That is Nachshon Ben Aminadav, the
prince of the tribe of Yehuda.”

“Abba, all of his tribe is following him
into the seal They are signaling for us all
to follow them.”

“Come, my son. Do not be afraid. Trust
in Hashem.”

“Abba, the water is cold. It is almost up
to my nose. Soon | will not be able to
breathe.”

“Look, my son! The water is splitting and
rushing away from us. It is piling up. And
look now there are huge walls on both
sides of us. See how the strong wind is
drying out the floor of the sea beneath
our feet! What a wondrous sight! There
are pillars of fire and clouds behind us,
separating us from the Mitzrim.”

“Abba, Abba, Hashem is saving us!”
“Come, my son, let us move forward.
You see in front of us twelve paths. Let us
follow the members of our tribe into the
path made especially for us.”
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Abba! It is so beautiful in here. The

floor is smooth and polished like marble.
The walls sparkle like sapphires and dia-
monds. | can even see my friends in the
next path through the wall.”

“My son, we are so blessed.”

“Yes, we are. Abba, | am hungry. It’s been
so long since we have eaten.”

“Look, my son. There are luscious fruit
trees here in the path. Let me pick a fruit
for you to eat.”

“Mmmm, that apple was so ripe, so deli-
cious. I’'m sorry, Abba, but my throat feels
so parched.”

“Here, my son, you just have to touch
the wall of the path, and sparkling clear
water comes flowing out.”

“Oh, but | don’t want to make a leak in
the wall, Abba.”
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“Don’t worry, my son. You see, when
you are finished, the hole will seal up
again.”

“Abba there is such a beautiful fragrance
in here — not like the smell of the sea at
all.”

“My son, Hashem is giving us a real treat.
He is making it glorious for us in here.
The travel is so easy. The floor is smooth
and level. Even the old people and little
children are keeping pace. See the grass at
the bottom of the sea, Hashem, with His
infinite kindness, has even provided food
for our cattle here. My son, enjoy every
minute of our special trip through the sea.
But also pay attention to every wonderful
detail and remember. We must never
forget this.
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Look Abba, the Mitzrim are behind

us!”
“Hashem will not let them harm us, my
son. See now, the walls are closing in on
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them. The sea is returning to water.”
“They are drowning, Abba.”

“That is their fate. Look at that. | see the
taskmaster who was so cruel to me.
Hashem is giving him a cruel death. How
awesome is Hashem’s Justice.”

“Abba, the Mitzrim will never harm us
again.”

“My son, Hashem has entirely destroyed
them.”
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This story is from the sefer Simcha’s Torah
Stories.

Renew Your Loyalty

The Jewish people witnessed awesome

miracles at the Red Sea. The water split
like a piece of chopped wood, the sea
bed dried out, and twelve paths formed
for the twelve tribes. Each path had a
sapphire-like finish to the walls and mar-
ble-like floors. There was food and drink
aplenty for the weary Jewish travelers.
The Mitzrim were foolish enough to fol-
low the Jewish people into the sea, and
they met their ultimate fate there. They
were punished for all of the evil they did
to our nation. Our ancestors saw them
washed up out of the sea, broken, bat-
tered and near death. What was the reac-
tion of the Jewish people to these mind-
boggling miracles? The first blessing after
Kriyas Shema in the evening prayers de-
scribes the Kriyas Yam Suf, then states,
“Moshe and the Children of Israel will-
fully accepted Your rule with great hap-
piness and sang Shira.” The Shira itself
states “Hashem will rule for ever and
ever.” These incredible miracles inspired
our nation to renew their loyalty to
Hashem and His Torah.
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i Don't let an opportunity for inspiration
pass by. The next time you hear someone

: say Bircas HaGomel (the blessing made

i upon being saved from danger) stop and

i think for a second. Hashem just saved that
person from a terrible fate. That is an op- :
portunity to thank Him and renew our :
i loyalty to Him. When He saved us from a :
i terrible fate at the Yam Suf we were in-
: spired to renew our loyalty to Him, Any
time He saves us from danger, we can be :
i uplifted to a new closeness with our Crea- i

i tor.
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