Kinder Torah.

Parashas Shemini

a

With All of Your
Efforts

Mitzvah number 149 according to the

Sefer HaChinuch prohibits the Kohanim
from entering the Beis HaMikdash wear-
ing long hair. The holiness of the Beis
HaMikdash requires the Kohanim to sanc-
tify it using every means within their
power. As the Sefer HaChinuch explains
(mitzvah number 95), Hashem wants His
children to attain the highest levels of
purity and holiness. To accomplish this
we need a place that is sacred and free
from even the smallest impurity. Only
there can we totally purify our thoughts
and our hearts. What makes the Beis
HaMikdash so holy? Our efforts to sanc-
tify it. Any action that is counterproduc-
tive diminishes the purity. The Gemora
(Brochos 8a) states that from the day that
the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed,
Hashem’s only possessions in this world
are the Jews who observe the halacha.
Since the Divine Presence is not felt in the
Beis HaMikdash, it rests only upon those
Jews who observe the halacha. Therefore,
just as we put our full strength into sancti-
fying the Beis HaMikdash, so too we must
observe the halacha with all of our ef-
forts.

Kinderlach . . .
i We are all striving to follow the halacha.

i Whatever you do, don’t you always want }
i to do your best? To do your best you have :

to refrain from counterproductive activi-

: ties. The Torah relates that a Kohen’s long

hair in the Beis HaMikdash is detrimental.
You might say, “What difference does the
i length of his hair make in his service to

i Hashem?” You see that it makes a big

i enough difference for the Torah to pro-
hibit it. Similarly, he cannot serve with

i torn clothing. We can never think, chil-

i dren, that anything we do is unimportant.

Even maintaining a neat appearance is

i part of Avodas Hashem. We want to ob-
i serve the halacha as perfectly as possible.
i We want all of our activities to bring us
: closer to Hashem, and thereby increase
i His Presence in the world.

Holy Nation

(14
What is that little black thing on the

table, Abba?”

“It looks like an ant, Chaim. Yes it is. Let’s
get it off the table quickly. We surely
wouldn’t want it to wander into our

food.”

“Uch. How disgusting!”

“That is exactly what the Torah says,
Chaim. ‘Do not make yourselves disgust-
ing with any creeping thing, and do not
make yourselves tomei (impure) with
them.’ (Vayikra 11:43).”

“l have a question about that verse,
Abba. The Torah just went into great
details about the forbidden insects. Why
does it add on this warning against creep-
ing things afterward?”

“The Ohr HaChaim answers your
question, Chaim. The

verse states, ‘Do not make
yourselves disgusting.” When
you eat something repulsive,
you yourself become repulsive.
Even if you accidentally eat a
bug, you become tomei. Don’t
do it to yourself! The Torah repeats

the warning to reiterate that we must
take special care with this issur (forbidden
thing). Why? ‘Because | am Hashem, your
G-d’ (Vayikra 11:44). You are a holy and
pure nation, the only one whom The
Almighty chose to call His. ‘Sanctify your-
selves, and you shall be holy, for | am
holy’ (Vayikra 11:44). The Ohr HaChaim
explains that if we take special precau-
tions to avoid eating insects, Hashem will
make us holy by resting His Shechina (Di-
vine Presence) upon us.”

“Amazing. | did not realize how privi-
leged we are, Abba.”

“We are Hashem’s holy nation. Remem-
ber it forever.”
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i Kinderlach . . .
i Just the thought of eating a bug is repul-

i sive. However, there is much more to that }
: little bug than meets the eye. He is a siman :

i (sign) of the kedusha of Klal Yisrael. We

i are a holy nation. Our souls are capable
of hosting the Shechina. The little insect
can defile our soul, taking away from its
: kedusha. Guard your holiness, Rinderlach.
Keep your souls pure. Then you will con-
i tinue to merit the privileges of the holy
nation - Shechina.

The Yoke

(1
Abba | feel that | am working hard

preparing for Pesach.”

“Are you doing a lot of cleaning, Avi?”
“Well, ummm, not really. | was referring
to spiritual preparation.”

“Oh, you must be talking about the four
parshios.”

“Yes, Abba. Four weeks ago (Parashas
Shekalim) | worked on dedicating the

gashmius  (material  possessions)  to
Hashem. Two weeks ago, (Parashas
Zachor) | hated the evil of Amalek and
wiped him out of my life.”
“Fantastic, Avil”
“What shall | work on this week, Abba?”
“This week is Parashas Parah, Avi. It is
about the purification process, which re-
quires the ashes of the Parah Adumah. In
the times of the Beis HaMikdash, every
Jewish male went to Yerushalayim for the
Shalosh Regalim (three pilgrimage festi-
vals). They would offer korbonos
(sacrifices) in the Beis
HaMikdash. They needed to
be tahor (spiritually pure) in
order to offer the korbonos.
Therefore, they would purify
themselves, using the ashes of
the Parah Adumah, before the
regel. We read the beginning of
Parashas Chukas, which details the mitz-
vah of Parah Adumah, as the special
Maftir of Parashas Parah this week, to
commemorate that purification.”

(14
Does Rav Zeidel Epstein say anything

more about this parasha, Abba?”

“Ahhhh. You remember his beautiful
drashas from the last two parshios, Avi.
He has an insight on Parashas Parah also.
The Parah Adumah is called a ‘chok’ — a
mitzvah whose underlying reason we do
not understand. We accept the mitzvah,
however, and perform it exactly as
Hashem prescribes, even though we do
not understand it. This is a crucial aspect
of kabolas ole malchus Shomayim (accep-
tance of the yoke of Heaven). We keep
the mitzvos for no other reason than
Hashem commanded them to us. This is
the yesod (foundation) of our avodas
Hashem. We are Hashem’s servants and
perform all aspects of His will at all times,
under all circumstances.”

“I'm ready, Abba. I'm serving Hashem no
matter what!”

“Be matzliach, Avil”
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Kinderlach . . .

: Did you even see a plow being pulled by
oxen? They wear a yoke around their

i necks. The yoke keeps them under the

i control of their master. They cannot devi-
i ate from the path that he wants them to
travel. We are like the oxen, Hashem is
the master, and the yoke is the mitzvos.

i We follow all of the mitzvos, even those
i that we do not fully understand, because
: The Master commanded them to us. Ka-
i ballas ole malchus Shomayim — that is

i, Parashas Parah.
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