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The Source of
Blessing

(14
A man must ask three questions to his

household members on Erev Shabbos. ‘Did
you take maaser? Did you make an eiruv?
Did you light the candles?”” (Mishna Shab-
bos 2:7). The Meshech Chochma, in his
commentary on this week’s parasha, ex-
plains that within these three simple ques-
tions may be contained the deep secrets of
the hashpah (influence) of Shabbos onto
the remaining six days of the week.

(4
Did you take maaser?” Maaser is the

portion of the crop that is set aside either
for Leviim, for poor people, or for eating
in Yerushalayim. Without this hafrasha
(separation) of maaser, the food is for-
bidden to eat. Maaser may not be taken
on Shabbos. Regarding maaser the Torah
states, “aaser ta’aser” (Devarim 14:22).
The Gemora (Taanis 9a) elaborates,
“vi'aaser (and you shall separate maaser)
bishvil she’teetasher (in order to become
rich)”. Giving maaser brings wealth to a
person. What is the connection to Shab-
bos? A person eats three meals on Shab-
bos. The food has had maaser taken from
it. By eating this food, he can come to the
realization that all food and indeed all
parnassa  (livelihood) comes from
Hashem. He can only come to this
madrayga (spiritual level) on Shabbos,
because that is the day which he cannot
prepare the food himself, rather he is
totally dependent upon The Holy One.
This realization brings him great wealth,
by allowing Shabbos to bestow blessing
to the weekly parnassa.

(14
Did you make an eiruv?” The Mishna

speaks about two types of eiruvin — eiruv
chatzeros, which allows a person to carry
his possessions outside of his home, and
eiruv techumim, which allows him to travel
farther distances on Shabbos. The eiruv
chatzeros gives a person more mobility
with his possessions on Shabbos. The eiruv
techumim limits his mobility to the techum
(boundary) of Shabbos. This mobility is
what distinguishes living things from in-
animate objects: living things move. A
person, when he walks around on Shab-
bos, limited by the eiruvin, can come to
the realization that Hashem is the one who
gives life to his limbs, allowing them to
take him where he wants to go. He can
only come to this madrayga on Shabbos,
because that is the day which he is limited
by the eiruvin. Therefore, Shabbos can
bestow life onto the rest of the week. We
leave Shabbos refreshed and invigorated to
begin the week’s endeavors.

(44
Did you light the candles?” Candles

bring light into the house. This light pro-
motes shalom bayis (peace in the home).

5 week. As we sing in Lecha Dodi,
i go to greet the Shabbos, for she is the

i source of blessing.” Enjoy Shabbos! Enjoy
i the blessing!

It also symbolizes the light of Torah. As
the verse states, “For the mitzvah is a
lamp, and the Torah is light” (Mishlei
6:23). Enjoying the lights on Shabbos
brings the light of Torah into our homes
and hearts throughout the whole week.

These three mitzvos: maaser, eiruvin,

and lights demonstrate the greatness of
Shabbos. Let us all heighten our Shabbos
observance, coming to a greater recogni-
tion of Hashem, and thereby feel the
impact of the bracha into our lives.
Klnderlach

Every one of us enjoys Shabbos. The

E Meshech Chochma gives us a way to

: make Shabbos even more delightful!

i When you eat your Shabbos meals, re-

i member that the food is from Hashem.

: This will bring the blessing of parnassa

i into the week. When you carry or walk
i within the eiruv, recall that Hashem put

i the life into those arms and legs, which

5 enable you to use the eiruv. This will brmg

the blessmg of life into the week. When
you enjoy the light from the Shabbos

i lamps, keep in mind that the spiritual light :
5 of Torah illuminates your life. You will :
i receive the blessing of wisdom during the
E week. Kinderlach, take advantage of the

! blessings that Shabbos brings into the
“Let us

The Road

(13
My laws — you shall carry out, and

My statutes — you shall guard, to go with
them . ..” (Vayikra 18:4). The verse states
that we must go with Hashem’s laws and
statutes. Where are we going? Where did
we begin? Where is our destination? The
Keli Yakar has a beautiful explanation,
which defines our job in this world. In
this world, a person is called a traveler.
He goes from one spiritual level to an-
other. This world is a dynamic situation,
with opportunities for growth and spiri-
tual development. Contrast this to the
next world. The person’s status is de-

scribed as “sitting”, as the Gemora (Bera-
chos 17a) states, “The righteous sit with
crowns on their heads”. There is no room
for growth over there. Only reward for
the work done here.

! Kinderlach . . .

i Let’s all hit the road. We have places to go

and things to do. We're on the way up.
i Higher and higher in madrayga (spiritual
i level). Now is the time to put in the effort
; and accomplish. Get moving and keep
movmg in the right direction. Up and up.

Body and Soul

Do not eat meat and milk. Do not eat

non-kosher animals. Do not wear shaat-
nez (mixtures of linen and wool). Purify
yourselves with the Parah Adumah (Red
Cow). Do we understand these mitzvos?
Hardly. They are described in the Torah
as chukim. Other mitzvos make more
sense to us. Do not steal, do not murder,
do not take revenge, pay for damages
that you caused. These mitzvos are called
mishpatim. Hashem instructs us to guard
both types of mitzvos. “And you shall
guard my chukim and my mishpatim. You
shall carry them out and live by them. |
am Hashem.” (Vayikra 18:5).

The Malbim illuminates the relationship

between these two types of mitzvos. A
person is composed of a body and a soul.
The secrets of the soul are very deep and
hidden from us. The chukim are mitzvos
that we do not understand. They are
given to us to purify and perfect our souls
in a manner that we do not fully under-
stand. The mishpatim, on the other hand,
relate to the body. These common sense
laws allow us to live together. The verse
instructs us to guard both types of mitz-
vos. We perform the chukim with our
bodies. Thus, the body helps to perfect
the soul and prepare it for eternal life.
Similarly, the main observance of the
mishpatim is with the seichel (intelli-
gence). The soul works to understand
these laws, whose observance will protect
the body. And so, the two halves of the
person help each other to live. This is the
meaning of the verse, “You shall carry
them out and live by them.” Two lives —
the physical life in this world, and the
spiritual life in the next world. When the
person sheds the external garb of his
body, he then lives the true eternal life of
the world to come.

5’ Kinderlach . . .
: The mitzvos were given to us for life. Per-
formmg them gives us life. Both in this
i world, and the next. We do not understand
i some mitzvos. They give us no less life than

.
.-

i the ones that we do understand. Don’t ever :

i think that you lose anything by performing :

i, a mitzvah. You only gain. Life itself.
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