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Absolutely Terrible

(4
Let’s figure something out, Avi. How

could Korach get such a terrible punish-
ment?”

“Okay, Chaim. The Shelah explains that
Korach had two very good reasons to
escape punishment.”

“What are they?”

“First, Korach was the ancestor of many
great people. Shmuel HaNovi was a de-
scendant of Korach, as well as twenty
four divisions of Kohanim who were all
blessed with ruach hakodesh.”
“Impressive.”

“Secondly, Korach himself had a very
high position. He was one of the bearers
of the Aron Kodesh!”

“Unbelievable.”

“Now let’s consider the other side. Do
you realize how terrible Korach’s pun-
ishment was? The Heavenly Beis Din
(Court) only punishes offenders over the
age of twenty. And the Beis Din (Rabbini-
cal Court) in this world only punishes
criminals over the age of thirteen. How-
ever, in the machlokes of Korach, the
earth swallowed up one-day-old infants.
As the verse states, ‘their women, children
and babies’ (Bamidbar 16:27). ‘They and
all that was theirs descended alive to the
pit’ (ibid. 16:33).”

“Amazing. Why was such a terrible pun-
ishment given to such an important per-
son?”

“This shows us how serious machlokes
(argument) is. Korach and his followers
were the first to challenge the Gadol Ha-
Dor (Torah leader). Until then it was un-
thinkable. Arguing with Moshe was like
arguing with Hashem. Korach changed all
that, lowered the respect for Moshe and
caused a massive Chilul Hashem (Desecra-
tion of the Holy Name). For that he was
punished.”

“What about Moshe and Aharon?”

“Their actions teach us how much we
must love peace and pursue peace.
Aharon did not speak at all during this
machlokes. Korach wanted to make him
lose his self-respect, but he would not get
involved. Moshe Rabbeinu did even
more. He tried to make peace by going
to Korach’s allies, Dasan and Aviram.”
“Really? Moshe Rabbeinu was a king. He
was the greatest novi (prophet) who ever
lived. He, in all his glory, went to them?”
“Yes. That shows how much he loved
peace.”

“What a lesson for all of us.”
Kmderlach

! Machlokes is one of the most terrible

i things in the world. It carries a very seri-

5 ous punishment. We must avoid

: machlokes at all costs. Listen to your op-

t ponent’s opinion. Consider what he has to

: say. Look for areas of agreement. Explain
i your side patiently. Try to compromise

i wherever possible. Speak softly. Smile.

i Make machlokes a thing of the past.

Shalom Account

14
It’s late dear. Let’s take a taxi to the

wedding. A bus will never make it in
time.”

The husband and wife wait for a taxi to
come by. A few pass, but they are full. It is
getting later and later, and the wedding is
about to begin. At last, the husband mo-
tions to a driver and he pulls over.

“Can you take us to Givat Shaul?”
“Surely. That will be forth shekels.”
“Forty shekels!!! That is way too much
money. It’s only a ten minute ride.”
“That’s the price. Take it or leave it.”

The wife realizes that they have no choice.
If they do not take this cab, they will be
late.

“Let’s get in dear and sit down. We'll talk
during the cab ride.”

“Okay, but this is highway robbery.”
“Dear, try to calm down.”

“How can 1? That driver is taking advan-
tage of us.”

“If I told you that someone
else was paying for the fare,
would you be upset?”

“Not really.”

“Then you can relax. This
cab fare is coming from a
special account that will not
affect our budget in any way.”
“How is that?”

The wife takes a small object out of her
purse. It is an envelope with the words
“Shalom Account” written on the outside.
She pulls out two twenty shekel bills and
hands them to her husband.

“Here is the cab fare dear.”

“I never saw that envelope before.”

“l have had it for a while. | was reading
the Chofetz Chaim’s sefer, ‘Shmiras Ha-
Loshon’. He advises setting aside some
money at the beginning of the year in a
‘Sholom Account’. Most machlokes (quar-
rels) begin with little things. He broke my
pen. She lost a house key. The neighbor
left dirt on my steps. We get very upset
over these things and we start an argu-
ment. These petty arguments can lead to
all sorts of big aveyros (sins) — loshon
hora, sinas chinam (hatred), onaas
devorim (saying hurtful words), and em-
barrassing people. All of this could have
been avoided if we just learned to forego
a little money. Therefore | set aside this
money. Whenever a small monetary
squabble pops up, and | see that the other
side is not giving in, instead of getting
upset, | pull out my little envelope.”

“And the argument ends right there.”
“Exactly.”

“That is brilliant. And it is surely worth
the money. Who needs all of the aggra-
vation of a machlokes.”
“Don’t thank me, dear.
Chofetz Chaim.”

Thank the

Shalom
Account lous! Look, here are 250

E. really worth it?

Klnderlach

ThlS weekR’s parasha is about machlokes.

1 We learn from Korach, about the tembly
damagmg effects of machlokes. It is one of } :
i the worst things in the world. The Chofetz

i Chaim has a simple way to avoid most

i arguments. It just costs a little money. We
: are willing to spend money on many

: mitzvos: an esrog for Succos, matza for

: Pesach, tzitzis, tefillin, etc. This mitzvah

5 also costs money. Guess what. It’s a big
5 bargain. Kinderlach, you know a good

: buy when you see it. Buy a lot of shalom

: for a little money.

Mockery

(4
Moshe, if four threads of techailes

(blue wool) make a tallis kosher, then an
entire tallis made of techailes must surely
be kosher.” “No, it is not Korach.”
“Moshe, If a small mezuzah with two
parshios of the Torah written on it are
enough for a house, then surely a house
filled with Sifrei Torah does
not need a mezuzah!” “Yes it
does, Korach.” “That’s ridicu-

talleisim made entirely of
techailes. Look who are don-
ning them; 250 Roshei San-
hedrious (heads of high
courts of Torah law).”

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz points out that

Korach’s claims were totally unfounded.
Korach was a very intelligent person.
How could he have asked such ridiculous
questions? Even more amazing is the fact
that he was able to convince 250 Jewish
leaders, brilliant and respected Roshei
Sanhedrious, to follow him. How did he
do it? Rav Shmuelevitz explains that
Korach’s questions had an air of leitzonus
(mockery) about them. He was able to
ridicule Moshe Rabbeinu and his author-
ity. Ridicule gives a person power way
beyond that of logic. The episode of
Korach illustrates the tremendous destruc-
tive force of leitzonus.

Kmderlach
! What's wrong with making a little joke?

5 It’s a mitzvah to be happy, isn’t it? Let us

i not confuse happiness with leitzonus. :
i Happiness comes from appreciating every- :
i thing that you have in life. When you

E realize how much Hashem has given to

: you, and are contented with all you have,
i you cannot help but to be happy. Leit-

: zonus, on the other hand is a destructive
: force that only wants to destroy good

: people and their deeds. It has the power
i to overthrow the good using ridicule and
: mockery. Additionally, one who makes

i fun of another often transgresses the sins
E of embarrassing your fellow man and

i hurting him with words. Kinderlach, be-
fore you make that quick joke think of the 5
i damage and the sins that it will cause. Is it :

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1076#



2339 M=o

n -

AR NYID

D02 NN "N NP S MMiyoy QN 5"y yaoxing onn 1
MOXRY 21D N0 21D T¥D NP9 DTX A DR . uvno
N8N NTAIVA XN N TV X9y nn D DD Nrmivy
908N ,0"T21DN1 DNIDN DN, MXITNI0 WX 250 vaouH
SV "NIoRYNY YaAOXINY O™N M 120N ?NRT DY TYD ON
1120 NN SV a025% i D DM NIy Sy M T NNp
S 1N1DN N Y 21 M0 DTXY NIN1I DY anDno Yw
NNID DX NXIN NP DY nwynn .rann

JmNHnN Sy onnn

. oM 0177 3
IXI2 X2 ,NNAr2 N2 N2172 s I 7/7]0/7 AMT22 V107 ;
: 171207772 NY212 NNAK NIY90 AN 12 52521 X5 &
99 by prawinwo 13N 0210 02T 1277 72 532 1972
E N2 XOV W/OX "X 112 K'Y 7132 DA 122 112 N A ¢
017,77,77 %177 7077 N2 N7 SJIXE A2, s 0IINg i
SV 99X N2N DX N2 &7 .012101 D'VA DX 0210 DWIX
SV PRIsN OTX , 725 QD112 182721 419252 Wi "7 5V 2100

12112 NYA91 029 NI2A27 2V 012172 DNW2 121V 00X :

2V 2rN 2V 120,720 DX "0 DNXY 192,002 DT ; :
20Ny NF DX .01732 N212V XY n771_7yn

K721 QPN

N2 Y 52p% Np 210 NN YD M0 NN I YN AR

"7mn

MYy "™ NMpoY aon n"Hwn .omn 7o

".wanyn 0oNNo M2V MO

II?-]nn-lll

Y DWIAR DY MR TNX AN Mp R

101 ,PRYXRYN N XN DN ORI Y1Tan

NN2 127N , 0D S NN yaax DNwy

".wTpn

"Anrm owwn

XN .TIXN M22 TRy Y2 NN nky Np g

"IYTIPN IR RN NN

"Xt X 12T X"

WY NN R NND VT NNX DXRD N TSN IR 2N Nyt

509 Syny D'RLIN P wMyn nNbyn SY T N ?Np Yy

o1 Syny D'RLUIN P RMvn NLn S T M1 L,NY DMPyY

NYy221 'O NNN9 NRTRD NP S NYNNA X .DPV-ROY

727TN2) 'DD0V1 DN ,0N'A' :P10DN TNIXK 9D .01 1A DYDY

J"0 12TN]) LSy DN DN R D1 DN ("D ,r"g
||.(2ll

"?8I1 ND Y 2N N2 DX 52D VTR .0 Nk

N INTV NP .p1>Nnn XN NN Nnd 112 X T

MYyT2 X NOVN KD IR TY NN 1T DY phny DiwRn

.N"APN Yy P5N% 1D N NN Sy p1N% 1D NRT MY

5V1.018V N 719'N% D1 nwn S 1D VAo [ NRT NI NP

"l Nt

"?NNX1 Nwn by "

DI%/N NX 2NXY 11'OV NN Ty 1INIR DA% wyy Dwynn"

NP .Dp1oNnn 52 qwna 592 1T XD NINK INK P

QIWNND DY KD XN X NYY DK DR 2T NNRY D8

"y DI MY N0 XN - DM N TV Ny 10 nenl

".07AN INT NP DY roniw/H nno

ANM O1TAN XN N XIN %N N 1N i nnx”

"?20N"OX 2N ,N7TA DD DY ,XIN .OY9 'R Y

".D%wN NX QNX NND TV XN N

"INm TN%% 1oy Nnd"

017,770777 3

WAN AIYI .05 I DXNIN DT TN A n212na0 G
oW INVTS 11X .1 992 P12/ VIRN2 170y N

DONX DNAY D2V 19N 17927 2V 1201 ,02'2V 22107 '+

101 .1122202 DO TN X 17200 X 222 07200/ &

Nb/// 722 IXT 107N, 0P/ 12T . WOXY DIR 222 WONN2
i1ona T ,7_7"7/7 g

£\

oown now

1AM V21 XD D120 VD' OX .NMIN I8V X1 .N1IkN 120"
".nnno

77 X NN A0 JN2W A NSY2 0331 T A
Va7 222 2'nnno NTAawY AaNNm a1V )i 07N JiXon
L0750 NS XN, NNX T1IA2 92922 X1 , 910 910

"I NYAAD 11MX NNPY 501N DxN"

"SpY D'wax ninn A"

"MPT WY P S NV . NN N 1?opy oo
".NIN92 YOX X2 "X OW 'nnn Nt

INXT DN 1P 1902 102 X2 DX .17 DN2 XK 121272 XD

".NY'0IN N 12T aMX Npa X"

".0MNN NYPON wnn nr Yax 1Toa"

", yan”

"MIX D8N RN DM 2NN 2va0nt 2100 ax "

NN OXN,ONK N AN Sy XN Yoy 1% Nk DX
"?270 50 mnn

"0 50 XO"

MXYINN NOIPN X291 ,NTNMM N9pN X2 N ibwnn .van"
"% m5N

"N X"

nop” 0200 N ovl L2072 NO0VA NX'SIND NEXN
omx o Ny oy S nnoy N XS X0 LDIDeN
.12Vao

".n"1n2 ny'oIn T NN

"IN NOLVYNN DX TR XD DY9 X"

S N90 NX "NXIP .NN AT 12D NNk D g
PMONY VNN NI CLwOn nme!t ,0"N ¥9Nn
an LDy NoWpH Ny 5O N'NNA qoD
"X 70w NN :DM0P DN MONNN MoNnn
RN PN ,NNONRN DX NTAR XN ,0VN NIR
00P DNQTA DTANN X DTN DY NI
" 52% D" 05X DMUR D'NIDM .NIDM VDA TR, NDX
N12%5N ,0M2T NRNIX DN DX VN 5 Mmo1Ta My
122 .02 LynN Sy NN P DX NF YON YINNS oKX .09
X1 ,90D 1My JUR MOM VNN DY9D D1, T8 0D Nny
NX NX'NIN X ,DONNY DIPpR2 NN 12N N TR RN
".nouynn

".0"NoN MOMN X"

".‘TIDJ"

nnaY 93 NX MY M .q0DN DX MY RTIRA wnn o
"?NP12NN2 ND1NDON 91N

".'D"N YON'> NYan XN -9 Nyan narx nmnn”

. DM DT ‘

1IX NPA INTVI N2 2 NP2120A2 npou/ Ynwn neao
D277 TAX X1 215002 1IN0 DISYA Pr0 SV 0719
YT TIXA OO WXAX 17 DN YON2 .021V2 "2 D270 ;
N'NI12 010172 DX .90 VYA :0N2 NiZ12NA0 2172 J/J/an
LYY ND92 182 ,12107 AN2 A1INX 127 N8A 2V Q02 t
200 "IXSA™ 22070 IX - Q02 AW IF A DA 101 oo
TNIA2 NN2XIA "X 1207 NIXT2 22,077 072" =
.92 TIX/A OV NIAN D12 12770 D322 71//9,\/

N1VD XNNK 1NN NYDON DYDY NH0 NN X NP YopR"
N2 NOL NP 1Y XK YK NN 1D X YYD N
X5n N ?nmx NNV D'0IN VAR ,NNY¥Y MWD 'K N'YON
2N (NP2 NPN) 19 X .DMmn A 09 XN 1NN 0M90
1o N'Ya 021D NN 90 (NN NIp) 19 Nk .nanma
NN 2NN DX DNV N2 NNX NAD NN DX NNV NN
NNX 2% DY NMOK¥Y XD 198 DMAT (wn Np) 1D
1" JNIX 102 1D0YNN NYON MNHL 1MV NI TR XTI

.("2,N™ N2 wTN) "Nn SV npy NIXITNI0 WX

02 585 2216 U7 nNua7 wr N7yn 21722y 721 ¢ 1annY% M Mmoo 7o



	05Korach 2019.pdf
	05Korach heb 2019

