Kinder Torak..

Parashas Lech Lecha

"DJ

1 Will Show You

ashem said to Avram, ‘Go for your-

self from your land, from your relatives,
and from your father’s house to the land
that | will show you’™ (Bereshis 12:1).
What will Hashem show Avram? The
land? That is the most common explana-
tion of these words. The Meshech Cho-
chma offers a different explanation.

«,

l 1ashem commanded Avram to go to a

special place. Adam HaRishon and Noach
had offered up their sacrifices in this
place. This land had been specially desig-
nated for serving Hashem from the be-
ginning of time. There, and only there,
would Avram be able to show the world
that Hashem exists, and to sanctify His
Holy Name. In doing so, Avram would
discover a wonderful thing. He would see
the kochos (spiritual strengths) hidden
deep within his heart. Hashem would
find him to be a faithful servant.

nis is the meaning of the words, “that |

will show you.” It is not referring to the
land; rather it is referring to the hidden
strength of Avram. “In that land 1 will
show you who you really are. In that
land, you will become a spiritual giant. In
that land you will pass the tests, and in
doing so sanctify My Holy Name. In that
land, your hidden strengths will be re-
vealed for all to see. | will show the
world who you really are — My faithful
servant, Avram.”
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In addition to explaining the first verse in
the parasha, the Meshech Chochma gives
us an insight into Divine tests. Hashem
confronts us with difficult situations every
day. We can look at them as troubles or
opportunities to grow. We all have tre-
mendous kochos buried deep within our
hearts. We have the ability to become
outstanding people — rachmonim (com-
passionate), bayshonim (modest), and
gomlei chassadim (Rind). We can fulfill
our potential in Torah learning. The tests
challenge us to bring out our kochos and
use them. Then they will become revealed.
Then Hashem can say about us, “I will
show them what is in your heart.”

Change the World

“A
nd (Hashem) said to him (Avram) ‘I

am E-lI Sha-dai. Walk before me and be
perfect.”” (Bereshis 17:1). We know that
Hashem has many names. Why did He

choose to refer to Himself as “Sha-dai”?
The Malbim explains that this name is a
contraction of the phrase, “I said to world,
‘dai’ (enough).” He created the world, and
then stopped the creation at a certain
point. The world was not yet finished but
Hashem said “dai”. Leave the world unfin-
ished. Man will complete the job.

ne name Sha-dai is used in conjunction

with the bris mila. Just as the world was
created incomplete, so too the man is
created imperfect. His first mitzvah is mila
- perfecting his physical body. He begins
his life by fixing himself, and he continues
throughout his days to fix and perfect
himself and the world around him.

nere is a famous story told about the

Chofetz Chaim. When he was a young
boy he wanted to change the whole
world. He tried, but became frustrated.
So, he revised his goal. He was only going
to change Poland. He soon saw that this
was also a bit too ambitious, so he de-
cided to just change his little town of
Radin. Alas, this also proved to be too
much, so he decided to change just the
Beis HaMedrash where he prayed and
learned. He soon realized that the only
person he was capable of changing was
himself. So, he got to work. As we all
know, he succeeded in becoming a big
talmid chochom and a tsaddik. People
began gravitating toward him and his Beis
Medrash soon filled with people eager to
learn from him. Soon, his name spread
through Radin. The small town became a
Torah center by virtue of the great tsad-
dik who lived there. Sure enough, the
Jewish population of Poland began heed-
ing the words of this tsaddik and Godol
HaDor (Torah leader). He wrote many
seforim (books). His masterpiece of hala-
cha (Jewish Law), the Mishna Brura is
used by poskim (halachic authorities)

worldwide as the final word in halacha.
His works, “Chofetz Chaim” and “Shmiras
Haloshon” have revived the all-but-
forgotten mitzvah of proper speech. It
has become a cornerstone of Avodas
Hashem (serving Hashem). His multitude
of seforim cover all aspects of Jewish life,
and anyone who wants information or
inspiration on practically all aspects of
Torah need only turn to him. Yes, Rav
Yisroel Meir succeeded. He changed the
whole world.
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You can do it. You can change the world.
Where do you begin? With yourself. See
yourself as who you want to be. Who is that
big tsaddik walking down the street? It is you
--- 30 years from now. How do you get
there? One mitzvah at a time. Wake up ina
good mood. Pray well and get to school on
time. Learn well and help your friends. Help
Imma when you come home. Give Abba a
warm welcome when he comes home. Go
to sleep on time. Each mitzvah is another
brick in the wall. You’re building a big tsad-
dik. “Tsaddik yesod olam.” A tsaddik is the
foundation of the world. Become a tsaddik.
Change the world.

Go To Yourself

L
ch lecha” (Bereshis 12:1). The word

“lech” means go. Hashem commanded
Avraham Avinu to leave his native land.
The meforshim explain why the word
“lecha” was inserted here. The Noam
Elimelech translates “lech lecha” to mean
“go to yourself”. How can a person go to
himself? He is always with himself. The
Torah is referring to your deeper self.
Who you really are. A person has many
middos (character traits). They can be
used for the good, to serve Hashem, or
the opposite. We have been given free
will to choose how to use our middos.
When we use them for good, we purify
ourselves. Hashem rewards us by opening
up the wells of wisdom and understand-
ing to us. This is the explanation of “go to
yourself”. Always look at your true, pure
self. Keep yourself on the straight path,
not allowing the bad middos to filter in.

Kinderlach . . .

Every Jew was born with a beautiful pure
neshama (soul). It is our job to keep it
pure. Just like a new clean white shirt. No
one wants to see it get dirty. No one
wants to see their soul become soiled with
bad middos. Keep your souls clean, kin-
derlach. Look deep inside to the real, pure
you. “Lech lecha.”
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