inder Toral

Parashas Tzav

7702

Thanl: Y ou Hashem

6
Shalom Aleichem my old friend

Reuven. How are you?”

“Baruch Hashem Ephraim. | am so happy
that | ran into you today. | would like to
invite you to a seudas mitzvah.”

“l am so honored. What is the occasion?”
“Not so long ago, | was very sick.”

“Oy vey.”

“Through the chessed (kindness) of
Hashem [ recovered, and am standing here
healthy today. Please come to the seudas
hoda’ah (feast to give thanks to Hashem)
to celebrate this wonderful event.”

The night of the seudah arrives, and
Reuven’s home is full of friends and
relatives, who have come to share in his
simcha (happy event).

“7
would just like to say a few words

about the subject of hoda’ah - giving
thanks to Hashem. If we were living in
the times of the Beis HaMikdash, we
would all be eating from the Korbon
Todah (Thanksgiving Offering). This
week’s parasha speaks about this offering.
Rashi comments (Vayikra 7:11) that four
people are obligated to bring a korbon
todah: those who have crossed the sea or
the desert, those who have been freed
from captivity, and those who have
recovered from a dangerous illness. Along
with this sacrifice, a shir was sung -
Mizmor Li'Todah (Tehillim 100).

(19
ﬂe Malbim explains that when

Hashem runs the world according to natural
laws, He is like a King, sitting in His palace,
governing the nation via his officers. When
He performs a miracle, and saves someone
from a danger, He leaves the palace and
goes out amongst the people Himself, to

personally govern them. Hashem put my
life in danger, and then saved me in a
miraculous way. He has shown His
hashgacha pratis (personal supervision) over
my life. Therefore, | thank Him for caring so
much about me. How?

“q . .
erve Hashem with happiness’

(Tehillim 100:2). One who serves a mortal
king is not sure if he will receive a reward
for his service. Therefore, he is not happy
until he receives the reward. The service
alone does not give him happiness. On the
other hand, one who serves the King of
Kings knows that he will be rewarded in
full for every deed. Therefore, he is happy
while he is working. ‘Know that Hashem is
G-d; He made us and we are His’ (Tehillim
100:3). That knowledge brings a person
true happiness.”

Kinderlach . . .

Hashem is so kind to all of us. He gives us
food, clothing, and shelter every day. He is
so dependable, that it is easy to take Him
for granted, chas v'shalom (Heaven
forbid). Therefore, He needs to wake us up.
He puts us into a situation where we clearly
see His Hand guiding us. We are saved
from danger. We are ecstatically happy.
We focus this happiness on Him in thankful
praise. Kinderlach let us thank and praise
Him all of the time. Say the “Mizmor
Li'Todah™ prayer every morning with great
feeling. “Enter His gates with thanksgiving,
his courts with praise . . . For Hashem is
good. His kindness endures forever.”

Fat Lilke a Mensch

ﬂe Mizbeach (Altar) was the place

where the offerings were consumed by the
Holy Fire and offered up to Hashem. Alas,

in our days we have no Beis HaMikdash,
and no Mizbeach. However, we do have a
substitute. The Shelah HaKadosh tells us
that our table serves in place of the altar.
Our food is the sacrifice. What serves in
place of the fire? The words of Torah that
we speak at the table. When done
properly, our eating is compared to the
avodah (service) in the Beis HaMikdash.

ﬂe Pele Yoatz offers some guidelines

about proper eating and drinking. One
must sit with kovod (honor) at the table,
for he is eating at the King’s table. He
must not be a glutton, for this is bad for
both his body and soul. It can ruin his
health, and cause his Yetzer Hora of tayva
(desire) to become very strong. Do not
complain about the food. Complaints
show a lack of hacoras hatov
(appreciation) for the hard work that
Imma put into preparing and serving the
meals. Put effort into saying your
berachos (blessings) before and after the
meal with kavannah (concentration). This
is how you thank Hashem for His
Kindness. Speak words of Torah at the
table. This will bring the Shechina (Divine
Presence) down, just as the Heavenly Fire
came down to consume the sacrifices.

Kinderlach . . .

Eating is yet another way to serve Hashem.
You can elevate your meals to the level of
the Avodah of the Beis HaMikdash! Just
follow the guidelines of the Pele Yoatz.
When we are eating, let us all do our best
to tell Abba and Imma some of the Torah
that we learned today. Ask Abba and
Imma to share with us what they learned
today. With Hashem's help, we will
constantly keep burning the miraculous fire
from heaven that comes down and
illuminates us with wisdom and spirituality.

The Haggadah in Hebrew
from the author of “Kinder Torah.”
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